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(I) 

IHTRODTTCTIOH. 

The edueatioaal system of the United iltatet poasestet 
one ehsraeterietie 'vhieh isarks it off from nil other eyttema* 
This is the pnbliot leaded endoment of the eonmon eehoola. 
Dtiring the entire eonstitutional period of onr history the 
policy of making school reserrationa in the granting of 
national territory to be ereeted into atatea haa been oper- 
ative; and auah iinportanee do Ameriaan8»e«.>8peeially veatem 
Amerisana*attash to it* that they auatomarily plaaejkhe edaaa- 
tion elauae of the Ordinanae of 1787 aide by side with the 
anti-alavery alaaae of the aame doetiment* In fast* the average 
sahool boy is aa proiq>t to reaite, "Heligion »morality» and 
knowledge being neaeaaairy to good government* eahoola and the 
means of eduaation ahall forever be enaouraged* *aa he ia to 
quote the famoua paaaage later introduaed into the Thirteenth 
Amendment* And in both aaaea the fame of the verbal atatement 
is due to the historiaal development whiah vitalized the 
principle* 

The very fast, however* that the hiatoriaal proaeas haa 
actualized a principle aomewhere aonapicuoualy aet forth* 
provided the incident be itaelf of hiatoriaal aignificanae* 
tenda to exaggerate the iiqpertance of auch a atatement* 
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(2) 
•ad to tuiduly exalt the eiretnistaaees giring rite to it* We 
•re ept to regard tueh an ineident as the •oturee of the hist- 
orieal proaes8»aot stopping to imqnire vhether it may mot be 
sinply a pSToaimeat «oaflnemae»or other noted landmark in its 
aotirse* ilenae ve are slov to get behind it .to traae the 
prior dOTOlopment* 

The history of land reserTations for edaeation has sof* 
fared in just this vay« x*^ has*for the most p«rt«been treated 
as thongh it vera a thing taking its rise in the Ordinanee of 
I787« Bat ire ireuld not think of beginning the study of eman- 
eipation irlth that doatiment»naah less with the Thirteenth 
Amendment* Neither do ve look tqpon otur distinctly politieal 
institutions as the areations of the Constitutional Oonrention 
In almost erery ease there is found to be a long anterior 
proaess of derelopmentt the etudy of vhiah ought to and usually 
does afford valuable assist anae toward their aon9>rehension* 

Is the poliay of land reserratioas for ednaationtiihiah 
aertainly aasumes national form with the Ordinanee of I787» 
introduaed into that doaument as a new poliay;er doee it arise 
out of the prior experienae of the whole or a part of the 
Ameriaan people represented in the Continental Congress? 
This question forms the problem whose solution is attempted d 
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im the following pages, ^e mim*«tftted differeAtl7*ie to show 

the OTOiutioBr of the iMorieem eehoel retervation poll 07* 

^emee the iareetigotiom hm« beea liaitea im two direetiomt* 

firtt»it hot not been thought eooential to ttke oeaonnt of li 

large and otherwise inportant grotqp of granta aade direetly 

to eollegiate inatitutione or for their eatabliafament;aeaond» 

the area etndied ia that in whieh there haa been fotmd a 

derelopnent haring an aff eetiTO relation to the probleau Vo 

attenpt haa been Made to eorer all the atatea* Important edne- 

ational information eonld no doubt be gleaned from the areh* 

iToa of the remaining eoloaiea;bat a etiraory examination aeema 

to tfhow that saeh information* when fotind«wotxld hare only the 

moat indireet bearing upon the qneation* 

The method adopted therefore haa been thia:(a)to inYoati- 

gate aa fully aa poa8ible«with the materiala at hand* the 

edneational hiatory of thoae eoloniea in whieh aomething aim- 

ilar to the later national poliay waa found; (b) to try to 

diaaoTor what were the eonditionotSiigliah and Imeriean* giving 

riae to the apeeial deTelopment;(«)and laatlj^ determine 

What influenee thia loeal or aeetional polity exerted in the 

treation of the national ayattau 

In the preaentation we will deal fii»at with the Ingliah 
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(4) 
edti«atiomml •omditiona ont of vhich thd •oloniats •«M»im ord»^ 
to dioooTor "What iaoas oaA habits of thonght ttpon these 
natters they bronefat with then to the mow vorld* 

THB mrOLISH BASIS 0? OUR EDUCATIONAL STSTT?M* 
With the destraetion of the aoaasteries in the sixteenth 
eentTir7*INigliih edneation*froai the poilit of Tiev of sthool 
si9port»vas rorolutionised* So eo>f>lete had been its identifi- 
eation with the old medieral religions system* that the 
orerthrow of the one earried with it serious disaster to the 
other* Vrom otir ■odemlsMriean stan^oint ve are so prone to 
look tqpon the fall of the Monasteries as a deliYeranee»that we 
fail to agppreeiate the other asp est of the natter* This a 
study of the eondition of edneation about 1550 helps to rereal. 

/ft reeent writer who has inrestigated the sub j est very 
thoroughly* eoneludes that %gland was fairly well stipplied 
with sehools of all kinds during the^niddle ages* and that she 



was better prorided with OrsBnar sehools than she has OTOr 
been sinee*These sehools at the tine of the stqppression of the 
nonasteriesfwere of various grades* ranging fron fron the type 
of the nere song eehool to the great Oriinir sehools of 
eollegiate grade* Sons of then were separately endowed; sons 
were naintained out of other endowed eeelesiastieal foundation, 
me were unendowed prirate sehools usually kept by^a priest* 
^. ..-.w -^ .A««l. were eonneeted with eathedrals*with le 
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(5) 
•ollegiate ehurches^'with menaateriestvith hoapitmla or alow- 
houaea* A fev vera indapendent fotmOatioBa* Bat tha aaat aomiATi 
tormfhj far*vaa tha aahool aanaaatad vith tha ahantry* 

fha irtielaaala daatruation of thaaa raligioua fotodatlona 
«aa naaaaaarily attandad vith graat damaga to tha aahoola 
aannaatad 'with thanu Tha vaign of Sdward YI "wma tharafora 
prinarilr a dark aga for adaaatiea* On all handa tha aohoola 
to vhiah tha paopla vara aaauatonad had fall an* Iran tha 
mnaroua raatorationa affoetad by him largaly failad to ramaya 
tha aore defioianartand in 1562 va find Villi ana* apaakar of 
the Honae of Ooimona* ooaqplaining to tha Qnaan of the laak of 
Oraamar aehoola* He aaaarted thatt *at leaat a htmdred yrere 
vanting in Bngland -vhieh before that timaCacqppreaaion of thd 
mona8terie8)had been** 

The diaaatar aame at a tine vhen the influenae of the 

Vev Leaming»irorking through anah aen aa 8raflania*0olet and 

IIOre»vaa beginning to qniakan tha intalleetnal life of the 

Btagliah people* Perhapa thia ia the earing faat* The aehoola 

had filled a real and a graving need; the people therefore* 

^Leaoh*Bngli8h Sahoola at the lefoniiation*Xntrodaotion« 
^ 9aaqnet«Henr7 VIII and the Bngliah llonaaterie8*II«» 518-20 
^ Soeial Bngland«III«,29 at aeq« 
'^Itov'a Snrrey of Londol*pp* 2afi29, 
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(6) 
iRconld not tuteit tanely to tho dopriTation but vould exert 
thems^Yee to repair the Io«8« Thia they did* An edaeatienal 
oonaeionaneaa vaa awakened In Bngland;an edneational aMTOoMnt 
began* the ootorae of vhieh extended into the next eenttar7*end 
in it the foimdera of the Ameriean eoloniee partieipated* 

It ia from a f-ailnre to graap the preexiatlng eonditiona 
that the edneational aotiTity aetting in with Sdwardfa reign 
ia ao often miainterpreted* It traa the aetiyi^y of bnilding 
after the eonflagration* Bat i* traa none the leaa important - 
for that rea8on;it vaa the beginning of a nev era* 

Althongh Bdvard VI doubtleaa deatroyed nany more aehoola 
than he biiilt»he may noTertheleaa be regarded aa a great 
patron of edaeation* It ia qioite eoneeiTable that the menaatie 
property taken in hand by the king might hare been wholly 
devoted to other aaea»a8 moat of it eertainly vaa* But Bdward 
heeded the petitiona of hia people and reatored to them *in 
84MDe eaaea ^the aehoola whioh hia policy and that of hia 
father had taken from them* Re ia even atippoaed to ha-re eaaght 
a gliB9>8e of the tme iai>ortanee of edaeation aa a meana of 
national dOTelopment* In the Lett era Patent for the eatablieh* 
ment of the Tree Ormaoaar Sehool at Loath*he deelarea that he 



^Soeial Bnglandlll* tpp* 29 et aeq* 
Thia meana of eonrae the proteetor»not Sdvard hiaMOlf* 
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(7) 
has "alvays aoretedtvith • most exoeedixig vehement end ardent 
desire«that good literatnre and diseipline might be diffased 
and propagated through all pax^s of the kingdom* aa -wherein the 
beat goremment and administration of affairs eonsists* * He 
likeirise speaks of the liberal edneation of youth as*being»as 
it vera* the foundation end grovth of our oonmonvealth* * 

Hoverer little faith ve msy be disposed to plaee in sueh 
kingly utteranees* especially irtien they may be suspeeted of 
being mere formalities* aets in aeoordanee vith them hare a 
real inportanee* Sdward VI either founded or refounded a large 
number of Orannar sehools* endowing them in soaie eases*«ith 
portions of the menastie lands* His immediate suecessors«Wary 
and Hli2abeth»also founded schools* 

It is probable that in many eases such foundations vere 
made on the petition of the people of a leeality in irtiieh 
there had formerly been a monastery or ehureh sehool« SuA an 
incident is reeorded for Kent* At Irersham there had been a 
Chranniar sehool endoved by an indiTidaal but placed under the 
control of the monastery* Henry destroyed the monastery and 
the school* fhe people at once petitioned for its restoration 
bat without success* A number of years latar •(bieen Slisabetht 

History of Kent»I**7I4* 
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(8) 
in one of her progressest rested in the tovn tvo. nights* The 
citizens siezed this farorable oeession to plead for the 
reestablishment of their sehool^and this tine vere saeeessfol* 
the Qneen endoved the nev Oranmar sehool vith a part of the 
lands that had belonged to the old one* 

At Shrevsbnry there vas a seodnary in the nonastery of 
8t«Peter as early as Z074* The foundation vas suppressed* In 
1 551 *the total vant of some pnblio institution for the edue- 
ation of yonth in this tovn vas represented to the king and a 
eonsiderable portion of the estates of the tvo dissolred 
•ollegiate thnrehes of St«llary and St* Chad vere solieited for 
the maintenanee of a Tree Ornaaar S^ool*f The petition vas 
granted and a sehool established oalledt *The Royal Tree 
Graoamar Sehool of King Bftvard VI* * This is one of the nost 



famous of the great Bbglish ai'iiiiai schools* 

In Boston* Xiineolnshlre» the Oraaraar sehool vas eadovtued 
by Qneen Mary in 1554* The lands and possessions of the guild 
of the Blessed Mary formed a paxt of the grant* That a sehool 
had been already in existenee there is erident from the terms 
of the eharterfVhieh speaks of**one house in vhieh the sehool 
vas kept** 



"^iineient and Present State of Shrevsbury»pp« 346* 350* 
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(9) 

fhXLB ve see how the rulers of Bbgland^out of the TSluable 
•states that had fallen to them as an incident of the Reform- 
ation»vere able to and did assist in meeting the demand for 
schools growing out of the conditions ve have noted. Bat by 
far the greater part of the work was done by the Bnglish peopI»e 
themselTOs* Wealthy men of all classes* lerds»)cnights»esqairesf 
mer chant Sf tradesmen and professional men* seem to hare Tied 
with one another in the foundation of schools* 

The followias taken from lists of titles of parliamentarv 
acts conreys some idea of the character of the movement* 

^An act for the foundation of a school at Barkhamstead* * 

*An act for the confirmation of a free school erect«^ 
in the town of Stamford* and for the more sure enjoying of the 
lands giwen by William Rat cliff e for the maintenance of the 
schoolmaster there* *2d*& 3d*Bdw«VI*»20*2I« 

*An act for the erection of a free school in the town of 
Pocklington in the County of York** 5A6 Bdw* Vl.«,8* 

*An act for the better and farther assurance of lands 
giTOn to the maintenance of the free sdiool (OrsMnar)in 
Tonbridge in the Oounty of Kent** 14 Sliz*,2« 

*An act for the perfection of assurance of certain lands 
giwen for the maintenance of a n>ee Oranmar School in the city 
of Oowentry** 23 Sliz*,4* 
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(10) 

*An a«t for the better assuranee of laafla and taaementa 
for the maintenanee of the Orannar School at OambriOge* *3iBl,8 

*An aot that the late aoite of the Oiaaolved house of the 
Orey Triara in or near Cambridge may be aold or lett in fee- 
farm* or otherwise* for the ereotion of a new college in the 
Unlweraity of Cambridge** 35 Bliz«2t 

*An aet ooneeming the aehool at Serenoeke in the Oonnty 
of Xent» * 39 Bliz* IS* 

*An aot for the foundation of a hospital* a graoamar school 
and maintenance of a preacher tin the town of Thetford forsTCr 
• according to the last will and testament of Richard TolmarstoT) 
*lcnight* * 4 |a meal* 

*An act to confirm and enable the erection of an hospital 
a free grannar school and sundry other godly and charitable 
acts and uses* done and intended to be done and performed by 
Thomas Sutton*Bsquire* * 4Jame8X*2Z« 

*Ao act for the confirmation of letters patent made to 
the gowemors of the free grmmar school at Saint Lees* in the 
County of Cumberland** SJamesI*IO* 

*An act for erecting a free school* an almshouse and a 
house Of correction within the County of Lincoln** SlJsmesI* 

*An act for John Vggars* free sdieoi within the parish of 
Alton* in the founty of Southaiqpton* * I6Chas*#i^aby^OOgle 
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*An aot for the settling of a free sohool in Vitney^in 
the Ootmty of Oxon* being erected and endowed by Henry 1^x» 
eitizen and groeer of London** I5Qhaa«II»2« 

*Aa aet for settling the heritable gift of Abraham Oolfe 
elerktfor ereetlng and endowing tvo free sehools and an alms- 
house at teirisham in Kent** I60has*II»6. 

The morement may be still further illustrated from the 
reeords of eities and eounties* At Tiverton in Deronta free 
granmar school was endowed by Peter Blundell ^a wealthy 
clothier* in 1604* A few years later his nephew. Villi am Chil- 
cott,also a clothier, built a free Bnglish school for the town* 

In Uttoxeter Alleyn^s Qraainar School was founded and 
endowed by Thomas Allen^priest and clerk, in 1558. 

Skipton had a free granmar school founded and endowed by 
William Brmyrten, canon residentiary of St*Pauls,and chaplain 

JX 

to Queen Mary* 

In Lincoln Ri^ard Fox, bishop of Winchester, endowed a 
free graDuar school with the rewennes of two chantries, inl 528, 
The endowment was much increased by Sdward YI* 



^Ihiffhead, Statutes at Large, II&III, titles of private acts* 

Harding,Ri story of TiTerton,I*,48* 
':Redfem,Hi story of Uttoxeter,p*503* 

Dawson, Hi story of Skip t on, p* 333* ^ , 

-^'History of Lincoln, II* ,30 7» Digitized by LjOOglC 
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^aTJlding presents an interesting ease* The historian 
says* *Bef ore the flissolution of the monasteries the ehildren 
of this plaoe had been eonstantly eftaeated at the senTSnt* 
fhis dissolution vas the aaxise of ranoh p«rttirbation> and it vas 
not till the reign of Elizabeth that ve have any oertain 
aeootint of any foxmdation school that might take the plaee of 
the monkish eharity* * In 1558 ;rohn Blanche* by vill* endowed 
a school vith certain of his lands and tenements* 

Alford had a richly endowed grasmar school »fotmded in 
Z565 by Francis fanning* merchant* 

At Crimsby the free grasmar school vas fotuded in 1547 
by Bdvard Yt and endowed with the rewenues of the siqppressed 
chsntry prerionsly belonging to the church of St* j'smsts,. 

Homcastle had a grasmar school* "founded and endowed by 
Lord Clinton and Saye»Lord High Admiral of Btagland*tinder the 

21 

aathority of letters patent 1652** 

Taking a snasaary Tiew of Lincolnshire we find that ont of 
a total of fifteen grasmar schools* ten were fotmaed or refonnd 
ed daring the sixteenth centnry»from the reign of Sdward; three 
were fotinded in the sOTsnteenth eentnry prior to Z67I;one in 
1528* and one in 1748* 



History of Lincoln*I**29I* 
'iti story of Lincoln*ZI**242* 



^Ibid*p.I9I, Cc^c^c\c> 

^ n f^ Digitized by VJ O UW It. 



'^^ /•«, r 



1 " 



'■'• ■,-,.•;• ;.' 



r 1 






■> •, 



, I <* 



Digitized by 



Google 



(13) 

A ttirrey of the Ootnty of Kent ahov* the exi«teiioe»in 
I808»of tventy graoswr sehools and free schools* fome of the 
so-ealled *free sehools* vere eertainly not gramnar sehools 
and perhqps none of them vere;but of this ve cannot be certain 
f^overer elCTSn of the tventy were gramnar schools* Of these 
fotir were fotoided in the serenteenth centtary;fiTe in the six- 
teenth after Bdward;one in the sixteenth before Bdward;and one 
in the closing years of the fifteenth centtiry* #ne also belong 
to the eighteenth centnry* 

It nast not be scqpposed that the grsDnar school was the 
only form of educational institutional for vhich the Bnglish 
people shomjed solicittide* Aside trtm the *free schools* 
mentioned above tBumy "charity schools* were euidom^->d • 
fhese were usually for teaching reading and writing to a eertatn 
number of poor childreutBy 1700 it would seem that most of the 
considerable Tillages had one or more of these charity schools 

These illustrations are sufficient to show(a)thati there 
was in Bngland*from the middle of the sixteenth to well into 

the soTenteenth century* a powerful educational moTCment* 

^) 

History of Kent* 

^ Chamberlayne»The Present State of Oreat Brit ain«pp* 672-83 
See also the Bng*hist*Rer*» Ian* 1899* Charity schools 
began to be established in 1687 or I 688* 
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(14) 
BMuoif eating itself in the establishment of rariotia kinda of 
aahoola»e8peeiall7 of granmar achoola* (li)That this BM>rement 
vaa neeeaaitated by the deatmetion of the aehools dependent 
tqpon religiona fetmdationa* (e) That the laada of acqppreaaed 
■onaateriea vere often used to endow nev aehoola*(d) That the 
fotmding of aehoola beeame poptaar among all elaaaea* (e)That 
by the opening of the eighteenth eentuxr Kigland vaa by no 
meana poorly acqpplied with granmar achoolatirtiile there vere 
many aehoola of a lover grade^ either free Bngliah areola or 
eharity aehoola* 

In the firat half of the aerenteenth eentt]ry»m.hile thia 
■ovement vaa in full pregreas»the planting of the imeriean 
eoloniea took plaee* Btagliahnent imbued with the ideastand brot 
tqp under the inflneneea of thia meTement»oroaaed the aeaa to 
make the beginninga of nev atatea in a boundleaa vildemeaa* 
Hattnrally the inatitutiona of Bngland migrated with her men* 
Bnt thoae inatitutiona vould be subjeet to modifieation under 
varying eonditiona* 

Loeally and aeetionally eonditiona varied in the eoloniea 
oving mainly to eeonomie and aeeial eanaea* Henee varying 
inatitutional development* ^rginia with tobaeeo enlture had 
large farmata diaperaed population* and county government* 
Mai^a^^uaflrtta Irith a mixed iiiduairy and a pee|^|^^y'^ligioua 
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(16) 
organ! zation»deTelopad the toimship as the politioal tmit* 
Perhaps in no respeet is the differenee shovn mere elearly thB77 
in edaeation* In Virginia the London Company rery early pro- 
jeeted a eollege and *free sehools*;bat eonditions vere 
tinfaTorable to a rapid dOTelopment in edaeationiind espeeially 
to the kind of derelopnent irhieh took plaoe in Hev %igland* 
There*tinder the influenee of several ferees»the township » the 
intense religious life»the theoeratio tendeney in state* and 
the possession of vild lands by the eolonies and by many of 
the to'wns»a form of dOTelopment ooenrred ealenlated to prodaee 
far reaching results* fo that dOTelopment* looked at from the 
point of viev of landed si:qpport of sohools»we vill nov address 
ourselTOs* 



Digitized by 



Google 



-* / : " •-': • . "!-..• '/. ..: • - . ' ' '. ' 'V fu •• . '^ ■ , • 

;I T't. ,v/rf ^- t - .. ■ r -\ • ' , . *' ' ^ . , " ft ^t" .'..." .^ I. .'.• < 

♦/".n. r,-. :" -^ :: • '..•''. -■.-' .--' " cr'" ..;/^ 'o^; -' 

*', "T t'" C'' 'I r . . ! ' . ? v.* ' ;)(' . f' ■ . '. / j" ' t ' .' ' \i i 

P . * r - • 

» l» . ' - . I • ' - . * • . . . 



Digitized by 



Google 



(16) 
iHfilVIDUAL AST> PR0PRIBTAR7 GRANTS, 

After the surTey just eoaopleted it will not eiarprise nt 
to find that the eastom of inairidTial endowment of eehoolt was 
findy fixed in early Vew Ehgland* In oaany oaaea inatitntions 
were fotmded in aonaeqnenee of beqneata of lanA for that 
purpoae;in other a »exiating fotmdationa were atrengthened by 
aaeh neansyand by prirate donationa nnder yariona forow* Thia 
waa aueh a oonnen phenenenon* and the enatom ia on the whole 
ao well nnderatoodythat it doea not require elaborate aonBient. 
The following eaaes will aerre as illuatrationa! 

Captain John lfa8on»the proprietor of Hew Raap8hire»died 
in 1635* Ria will*dated Horember 26th* oontaina theae intereat- 
ing elaaaee^whieh being in a way typical are given entire* 
*X give deriae and bequeath unto ny aaid brotherinlaw John 
Vollaaton»hia heir a and asaigna forever — Two thouaand aerea 
of land in ay county of Hew Raav shire in Hew Bkigland aforeaaid 
where ny aaid brother and ny exeeutrix ahall think fitt Upon 
truat and confidenee and to the uae intent and purpoae that 
ny aaid brother John Wollaaton or hi a heir a and ny aaid wife 
Anne Mason ahall with all eonvenient speed after ny deaeaae at 
the ehargea of ny eatate in dae form of lawe convey one 
Thouaand aerea of the aaid land to aome feoffeea in truat 
'^Ospt*John lfaaon»Prinee Society Publicati,.^|||^^4^^\5QQ[e 
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(17) 
to their heirs forerer for and towards the maintenance of an 
honest godlie and religious Preaeher of Ood^s vord in swie 
ehnreh or Ohsppell or other publique plaee that Shall he 
appointed for dirine vorshipp and serriee vithin the said 
eonnty of Heir Hanp shire where nqr said vife end brother shall 
thizdc fitt- — And One Thousand acres nore residue of the said 
tvo thousand acres of land I vill shall be settled or conrey- 
ed as aforesaid to some feoffees in trust and to their heirs 
forerer for and towards the maintenance of a free grannar 
school for the education of youth within some eonrenient place 
within my said county of Hew Hasv shire where my said wife and 
brotherinlawe shall think fitt* • 

This is the case of a great English landlord a part of 
whose possessions consist of wild Isnds in America* He appar- 
ently foresees that the projected colony will be in need of 
religious and educational ST:q>port»and his Parity takes that 
forsu To his natire townof King^s Lynn he bequeathed property 
for the building and endo'sment of an alms house* 

In 1 671 the town of Roxbory receired a magnificent gift 
from Mr* Thoaas Bell* who* dying in Bkigland* bequeathed to the 
ReT*John Hiot*in trust for the use of a school in Roxbury*all 
his lands and tenements situated there* These lands were 



Ibid* ^ J 
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(18) 
leMed* bringing an inemoe stiffioient for the •tq>port of a 
■ohool of thirty hoys* Sixty years later a part of the lands 
were soldfor a sum the ineome of whieh stq>potrted a sehool of 
one htindred and thirty boys»vith six teaehers all reeeiring 
the highest salaries paid for granmar sehool vork* 

So naeh for indiTidaal fotmdations* This is not* as ve 
have seen»a distinetire feattoce of the Amerioan derelopment; 
the sSBie thing was going on snd had been going on for years in 
the mother eonntry» Ve now take tqp a iBOTement»howeTer»whieh» 
while there are precedent s for it ip Blngland»reoeiTed in the 
Vew England colonies saoh a derelopment as ultimately to mark 
a deep and broad distinetion between the systems of the two 
eoxintries* This is the granting of lands for school piirposes 
by goremmental corporations* It begins with the township or 
the organized proprietary of the land to become a township* 

Ve hare said that sach grants were not without precedent 
in Ehgland*Xn iJ|aidstone»Kent» there was a school* *erected by 
the charge of thec.^_jj_s^mayor and connonalty of the town** who 
had pturchased certain lands to that intent of the late king 
Bdward VI*amotaiting to 9L-6S-8d per annia* Qioeen Slizabeth 
granted them a charter* 



^Memorial History of Boston* IV* •239- 240* 
^History of Kent*II.*II6* 
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(19) 
A bequest made to the sehool in 1649, b7 John l>aT7»M*D«» largely 
increased its rerennea* 

The historian of Lincoln says* *Rere vere formerly tvo 
grammar schools* one in the close*maintained by the dean and 
chapter; the other in the city stqpported by the eorporation* 
In the year X583 both irere tmited** 

Sometimea trade guilds vere the founders of schools* 
Among the most famous of these schools is that established by 
the Merchant Tailors* *In the year I56I(says Stov) the Mer- 
chant Taylora of London founded one notable Tree OraBmar 
School*in the Parish of St Lawrence Poultney by Oandleveeke 
street* * 

9uch caaes mi^^t be moltiplied* But yet the fact reoMdns 
that in Bagland the normal case vas the prirate or indlYidual 
endowment *'while in Hew England the public endowment emae to 
occtqpy the place of preeminence* Sxaaqplea appear very early* 
In Beaton we find recorded the following tranaaetion: 

*IOth*day of ye IIth*month I64I«It ia ordered that Bears 
Ilandahall be iiq;>roTed for the maintenance of a nree achool 

for the towne and such other occasions as ye Townsmen for the 

a 
time shall think meet* the said sehoole beinc^roTided for** 

^History of Lincoln»I*»204* 

^8to¥*s furrey of London* pp* 27-29* 

^Memorial Hiatory of Boston*IV*»238-239*)igitizedbydoOgle 
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(20) 
fhlt vas not the beginning of the edueational history of 
Boston* for as early as 1635 a school master vas prorided for 

and his stq[>polrt appears to hare been derived in part from a 

li. 
traet of land assigned to his use by the tovn* 

The tovn of Braintree was incorporated in May*I640« In 

Jialy of the same year the eorporation seetiredyby eonreyanee* 

from Riehard l!pi^t»a traet of 153 aores of land in sereral 

par eels* one of 75» another of 40* and a third of 28 acres* The 

eonsideration vas 98L* These are the famous "Ooddington School 

Lands** They became so raluable that in 1739 it could be said 

of them* "They noir rent for I42L* *and that* *the school has 

li 
reaped great benefit (from them) for many years* * 

The school history of the Town of Dorchester is rery 

interesting from sereral points of Tiew*bnt particularly as an 

illustration of the early use of lands for school stqpport* In 

1635 the Oeneral Oourt granted to the toim* "Thomson^ s Hand — 

to injoy to them and their heirs and successors whi^ shall 

inhabit there foreTer*p eying the yearly rent of twelye pence 

a 
to the Treasury for ye time beinge* * Four years later »X639» 

themson^s Hand was appropriated for the use of the school* 

^ Ibid* *p. 237. 

'^^ Magazine of Vew Btagland History»III**228 et seq* 

'"History of I)orchester,pp* 160-163* 
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Immediately this land ia made to yield a reyennetfor 
May aoth#tId39t *it is ordered»that there ahall be a rent of 
20L#a year forerer inpoaed on Thomaon- a Ilandfto be paid pr 
OTry praon that has propertie in the aayd Hand aeeording to 
the prportion thatnany aueh praon ahall from tyme to tyme 
injoy and poaaeaa there»and thia tovarda the maintenanoe of a 
aohool in Bereheater# * 

The collection of the rent from ao large a number of 
holder a being fotmd *A matter of great labor and difficultyt* 
and 20L#being ^inanfficient maintenance for a achool without 
aome addicon thertmtOf * it vaa ordered in I64I»*that from 
henceforth the aayd Hand and all the benefitt ant profitta 
therof and all there right & intereat therein ahal be ivholy 
& forerer bequeathed and giren away — tinto the Tonn of Dor- 
cheater aforeaayd for the mayntenance of a free achool in 
Dorcheater aforeaayd for the inatmctingeA teachinge of chil- 
dren and yonth in good literature and Leaminge#* 

The docnment ia a long and formal inatrument# It fir at 
recitea the reasons for the action;then followa the grant;then 
a atatement of the method of realizing it* In a liat of the 
inhabitants t seventy one in nambert signing the paper»only 
three make their mark# 

* ibid..pp.42o-424. oi^ize.., Google 
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Bridently the affairs of the sehool prospered tinder this 
arrangement# In Mar6h»I645;an elaborate eode of rules for its 
management iras adopt ed# A body of wardens irere to be chosen to 
oare for the school stoekt lands and other property belonging 
to it* They vere also to superintend the schools select the 
master etc# Then the terms»the daily sessions»the program^the 
punishments»and other strictly internal matters irere carefully 
canvassed* Lastly, •It is ordered and agreed in generall that 
where parti ctilar niles are ivanting^here it shall be a part of 
the office and duty of the wardens to order and dispose of all 
things that concern the school in such sort as in their wisdom 
and discretion they shall judge most conducible for the glory 
of (Jod and the trayning up of the children of the towne in 
religioufleaming^and civilitie** 

Haring seen the deep interest that the people of Dorchest 
were taking in their schoolfWe are prepared to appreciate the 
contest they were now to engage in on its behalf* In 1648 the 
general Court conferred Thomson* s Island upon John Thonpsont 
son and heir of Sarid Thompson* the original occupant* A peti- 
tion was at once drawn up and presented to the Court on 
behalf of the town* Its purport is as follows: 

Ibid* 9PP# 425*429* 
^Ibid*,pp*I6S.I64* 
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^Whereas this honored oourt formerly granted unto the 
tovn of Soreheater the Hand called Thomson* a Ilandtand the 
inhabltanta of the aaid town long since granted the same 
toirards the maintenance of a free school there forever: and 
whereas this court at the last session thereof — ^granted unto- 

— John Thonpson the said Hand forever we therefore not 

doubting the justice and favor of the court towards us and the 
furtherance of a free school amongst ust (which otherwise is 
like to faile)»do humblie desire this honored Ootarte to grant 
us some Hand (within the Oourtts power to grant) which may 
help us towards the maintenance of a free school in liew of 
that which is now taken away»and not only wee but posteritie 
while time shall last will have cause to bless you your just- 
ice and piety in advancing learnings* 

the Courtis action was as follows: *In answer to the petn 
of the inhabitants of Dorchester for some Hand for and 
towards the maintenance of a free school amongst them and in 
liew of Thompson* Hand which is now taken from themtit was 
agreed that when the Town shotdd present that which was fitt 
to be given it should be conferred uppon theou * 

Perhaps there was no *fitt* island to be given# At any 



^Records of Massachusetts Bay»HI#tl39» 
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rate the inhabitants brot suit for the reeovery of Thomson* s 
Hand* The ease vent against them and the toim had to vote 

JL 

money to pay the eosts* 

Mine years aftervardtin 1659, they again petition for a 
reneiral of the grant* After reciting the faets as to the 
original grant and its beneficial possession by the tovn for 
some years* the petitioners say;*Bat the said Hand hath been 
taken from us and settled on others to the almost if not total 
oyex>throv of Or free sehoole voh vas so hopeful for posteritie 
both our oim and neighbors also vho had or might have reaped 
benefit thereby* Our humble request to this honrd eourt is 
that you vould be pleased to renev your former grant of the a 
said Hand and confirm the same unto us»we conceiving ve had 
just title therunto»or Blc»that you vould be pleased to grant 
unto us one thousand alcors of land in some convenient place 

or places (for the end aforesaid* namely the maintenance of Or 

it 
dying schools)** 

For answer the court granted to the toim 1000 acres of 

land* *f or the end mentioned in the petition vhere they can 

A 
find it according to lav** 

'^History of Borehester»p*432* 

^Records of Massachusetts Bay>lV**pt*I*»p*29'* 

l^istory of ]>orchester»pp* 433-434* 

Ibid* tp* 434* 
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these lands vere finally laid out in the tovn of Ltmenbturg, 
Worcester Oounty. They seem to have been fruitful in ejgpendi- 
ture rather than in revenueand in 1734 they vere sold for the 
sum of 40qL* 

fwo years prior to this grant by the general court, in 1657 
the inhabitants of the toim TOted to set aside 1000 acres of 
their own land for the support of schools* Three hundred aers 
of this vas rented as early as 1677, The remainder vas laid 
out in 1699, •seven hundred acres of upland and meadowr* • They 
vere rented to rarious parties and brot in small incomes* 

Vith the ereetion of other tovns irithin the. original 
limits of Dorchester the school lands vere divided. In 1747 a 
portion vas set off to Stou^piton* In I768,vith the consent of 
the court, the tovn sold 105 acres of its school land for 420L, 
and in I77I permission vas grantexd to sell the large remain- 
ing tract of about 800 acres, the income to be for the benefit 
of free schools in Dorchester, Stotighton, and Stoughtonham* " 
The 800 acres vere sold for 28^*-I3S/-4d* Tithin about one 
veek the purchaser sold 142 acres for 28lL*,and ultimately, in 
a fev months, received for about five sixths of the tract, 85IIi* 
-I8S.-3d*,more than three times the sum paid for the vhole* 



-^ Ibid,, PP. 432-442, 
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An interesting phase of this history is the granting of 
lands by the Dorehester proprietors to toims ereeted irithin 
its original limits* In 1707 sueh a grant vas made to Milton* 
Qoven years previotis»'when the to'wn vas considering the laying 
out of its one thousand acres for a free school* the records 
state that» *Some of our friends of Ifilton requested the toim 
to grant them 200 aeres for the same purpose* fhe to'wn did 
seem to f aror the matter yet notwithstanding did defer the 
affirmatiTO/t thereof until our ovn school lands above mention* 
ed shall be first laid out* and until the tovn of Milton have 
a school appearing to need the same** The rote of 1707 granted 
*I5e acres to Milton provided a graamar school vas kept there 
for Fifteeen years** 

The tovn of Sedham vas begun in the year 1636* At a 
general meeting of the inhabitants in 1644* *The said inhabit- 
ants* taking into consideration the great necessitie of provid- 
ing some means for thecdncation of the youth in Or said Towne* 
did irith an unanimous consent declare by voate their irilling- 
ness to promote that vorke promising to put their lands to 
provide maintenance for a free S^oole in our said Toime* And 
further did resolve and consent* testifying it by voate* to 

^History of Dorchester*p*269* 
Ibid. .p. 282. 
Rodham Keeords*To'wn and Selectmen*I.*I05«itizedbyV^OOQLC 
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rftyte the some of Twenty ponnds pr anntim:tovara8 the main- 

tenanee of a sehoole lfr*to keep a free aohoole in otur said 

Toime* And alio did resolve andeonsent to betrast the said 

20L« pr annom and certain lands in otir tovn formerly set apart 

for publiqne use into the hands of feoffees to be presently 

chosen by thOMselves to enploy the said 20L, and the land 

aforesaid to be inproved for the use of the said schoole:that 

as the profits shall arise from ye said land erery man may be 

proportionately abated of his some of the said 20L. aforesaid 

freely to be giren to the use aforesaid* *The rates were to be 

made by the feoffees* who were presently chosen at the same 

meeting* 

At a later meeting of the same year there was "granted to 

ye feoffees for ye schools in Oedham for the use of the said 

schools a per cell of the training ground so much as shall be 

set out to them by the town*ii^ch per cell is granted from this 

present day unto the last day of the eighth month which shall 

be in the yeare 1650* "This land had been set aside in 1642* 

ji a. 

*for the Towne*the church* and a free spools** 

^Ibid,*p,I08« 
In 1646 the Church was granted one half the income of a 
piece of town land which was leased; and in 1660* "the inhabit- 
ants upon notice being assembled after exercise on a trayning 
day* after consideration and debate: voted as followeth;(}ranted 
ruto the Qfaorch of Bedham and to the use thereof forever* such 
a pt in the dividend of plowing land* wood land and all other ' 
comnon towne rightsyet to be laid out ;a8 according to prop- 
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The published records of the teim extend to the year 1673 
Up to that time« aside from oeeasional notiees of the appoint- 
ment of fenee vieirers for *the school grotmd field* and *Iland 
Schoole grotind** there is nothing to indicate that these lands 
vere inq[>roTed* llnring the latter part of the period there are 
sereral entries shoidng that small parcels of the s^ool land 
vere granted to individual s» All the eridence seems to ihov 
that no income vas derived from thesu The school master's rate 
vas leried partly tqpon the children attending»partly vcpon 
estates as other taxes* 

^om another source ve learn that in I695»*300 acres of 

land vere granted by the proprietors for the stq)port of sehoot 

in the town* to be managed by trustees and called the School Fa 

Farm. This tract vas to be located in that portion of the 

common lands lying in the north part of the tovn (nov Veedham) 

and the best of the lands there** In 1735 a comnlttee vas 

appointed to attesipt the recovery of the school farm^vhieh 

seems to have been sold by order of the tovn in 1799, 

oxtions agreed tqpon belong to the divisions of eight Oomon 
rights and cov coonons being so granted for the use and aceom- 
medacion of a teaching church officer** Ibid*«p*I66* 

^ Ibid*,pp*I60Tl67. 

'^^'llann's Annals of 6edham»p*2I* 
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Ifr, Vastus Torthington»in hi* history of Borohester* 
gi-vBB a tabtdar rLew of the progress of eduoation in the town 
by tventy year periods* beginning idth 1644* Under 1724 he says 
*The school farm was sold about this time and the pro seeds 
misappropriated* * 

Thus the intentions of the tovn fathers of Bedham to 
endov the school from the public lands were defeated by their 
descendants* But this need not surprise us* A surrey of the 
educational history of a considerable number of Hew Ingland 
towns seems to show that eren in the earlier periodfthere was 
a great deal of indifference»while»as many of the local hist- 
orians suggest* the second and third generations e^diibited 
lower educational standards than did the first* Bedham is a 
good exanqple but there are others* The town of Voburn was 
begun as early as 1640 and was incorporated in 1642, yet*up to 
1673 there is no recorded evidence of the existence of a 
school there* |o be stire this does not prove that there was no 
school»but it does show a lack of public interest in education 
iRien we couple this negative evidence with the positive evid- 
ence available we have a pretty strong case* In 1673 tn^o 
*dames*were paid lOS* (between them) for a year's teaching* 



Sewall»Hi story of Voburn* pp* 61-56. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by VjOO^ IC 



(30) 
Xn 1674 the toim* "Agreed vith Jonathan Thomson to teeh biger 
ehiiaren»and Allen Ootinar*8 -wife to teeh leser ehildren** 
They vere allovred one potmd betveen them for the work* 
Similar entries vere made for eaeh year till 1680* 

By 1685 the to'vn had over 100 families* vhi eh rendered it 
responsible for a gramnar school* Mr* Samael Carter* son of the 
ministertvas appointed to keep sueh a school and iras allowed 
the mnnifieent sum of fire pounds for the work* Bat even at 
that rate he vas overpaid* for it fell out that there were no 
ptqpils to attend the seheol* The townsmen were not disposed to 
pay good money for nothing* and yet they were anxious toeseape 
the ten ponnd fine for negleet to keep a graianar school* So 
the selectmen reengaged Ifr* barter* agreeing to pay him 20S* 
*and if any scholars should attend* five pounds* There were no 
scholars* The same year a dame was appointed to teach the 
small children* at a salary of XOS* This is spoken of as the 
usual pay* 

fith these facts before us we learn to take*ir:dth some 
grains of allowance* the sweeping statements about *the church 
and the school house* so often met with* as though the two 
alw:-«ys appeared* a kind of inevitable Siamese twins* in the 
midst of every newly planted Vew Btagland village* 
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And yetfin spite of frequent failnre;in spite of looal indif- 
ferenee; there vere forces at mjorli tending not only to ehe«k 
a threatened or actual deeadeneetbut slovly to build up an 
educational sentiment and to place the interests of the school 
tqpon a firmer foundation* 

Among these beneficent forces we hare to reckon the pub- 
lic interest in the lands early set qpart for school purposes* 
In many f perhaps in most casest these lands lAien granted vere of 
little value* But in the course of yearSfHith the derelopment 
of the countx^f their ralue steadily increased; and with this 
increase the popular interest in them kept pace* So fWhile in 
the beginning there was probably no thought of obtaining a 
considerable rerenue from themtit came to be seen that in time 
the school lot might form the adequate support of the tow^^^n 
schools* Hence an increasing educational interest centering 
about such property* 

X know of no case which so clearly reveals the erolution 
of such a ^school lands* consciousness among the people as 
does the history of the school lot in Springfield* Massachu- 
setts* I therefore giro it in some detail in the succeeding 
section* 
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TH8 "GHICKUPPI LANDS* IN SPRINOITKLB* 

In 1636 Villiam Pynehonvone of the members of the Mass- 
aohasetts Bay Oonpanytleft Roxbnry to seek a good loeation 
for Indian trade on the Connect lent RiTor* He pitched tipdn the 
land at the jtmetion of the igavaamtand botight a traet for a 
to^m lying on both sides of the *9reat Rirer** The priee paid 
vas *I8 fathoms of vanqpnm^IS eoats*I8 hatehets»I8 hoes* and 18 
knires* * Trade -was begun and iras carried on sneeessfolly for 
many years»first by Villiam Pynehen and afterwards by his son* 
The Pynchons eame from Springfield in the eonnty of Essex* so 
this trading station in the wilderness of Hev Bngland vas 
named in honor of the home town* 

Those who eame to east in their lot with the original 
adTonttirers reeeiTOd lan^^d the broad meadowrs along the rirer 
-were opened tqp to enltivation* After the first fev years of 
hardship inseparable from pioneering* the people began to pro- 
ride for the amenities of life* A minister vas settled in 1638 

As ne-w settlers eame to the to-wn it iras the eustom to 
grant them laxids both for house lots* and for eoltivation* 
meadov and pasttarage* It -would appear that Vbr* Moxon*the first 
minister* on settling there •reeeired sueh a grant in exaetly 
the same -way as other settlers reeeired theirs* t^on his 
"^ Burt* The first fentury.of ^ringfield* Introduction* . 

^Ibid*»I**I6-I7. Digitized by ^^OOgle 
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departtire in 1652 the toim took the following TOte vlth refer- 
ence to his propert7*>rtiieh in the later history of the tovn 
becomes signifieant; "September ye I4th«I652: There being eon- 
sideration had hov necessary it iras for the Tonvec to ptirchase 
Ur* Moxon*s house and land for ye nse of ye ministry to 
posteritie:thertqppon»by ye Joint consent of ye Towne it vas 
concluded to treat vith him about ye purchase of it and Jno 
PynehontRen* Burt* Sam Chepan and Tho*Oooper -vere appointed and 
deputed by ye Tovne to bargaine for ye sd purchase ivho accord- 
ingly did agree with ye sd Ur Moxon for his housing and all 
his land in Springfield to Remaine forever to ye use of ye 
inhabitants of Springfield as is more fully expressed in ye 
To'vne book for recording of land** 

HoTember»I655, *It iras agreed A concluded by the Toime yt 
all ye sd allottmts of land bought of Ur Oeorge Mexon with the 
housing theretoe belonging shall forerer belong to ye ministry 
in Springfield A not be otherwise disposed off Being hereby 
appriated A given by ye Towne to ye use of ye ministry afore- 
said for ever & not otherwise to be disposed off** 

Ve will next notice the significant transaction which 
introduces the subject of the chapter* Uaroh I3th*»I6&4* 



\^. 



Ibid* ,p* 222* 
^Ibid. 
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•Whereas there hath been a p^sell of land orer ye great rirer 
at ye lover end of Ohiekuppi plainetreaerred for ye Toime^a 
usetli and yet notwithstanding some of ye land hath been dis- 
posed off to p^tienlar prsons so yt there is now but abont 
Thirty acres thereof f left? some prsons desiring yt ye said 
thirty acres may also be disposed off A distributed to sereral 
prsons; The Towne took it into consideration iihether to yield 
therenntOfA ye major pax*t of ye Toimetfor sereral reasons fdoe 
resolre not to dispose of ye said Thirty acres of land to any 
pticular prson or prsons as their pprietyPbut doe here by 
order yt ye aforesd Thirty acres of land at ye lower end of 
Chicktqppi plaine over ye great rirer shall be reserved in ye 
Townees handSfSs ye Towne*s landtfor ye Townees use t either for 
ye helping to maintain a school master or mling Blder or to 
help beare any other Towne charges accordinge as it shall here 
after be concluded ontBut not to be disposed off frotye Tonnes 
ppriety# • 

At the above mentioned meeting it was further •ordered 
yt ye select to^vnsmen shall have liberty to let out yo su 
land for yoare or veares to brlntiin some yearly rent if they 
can find any to take it« • The land was leased apparently for 
the first time in 1659, for the space of nine years* The lessee 



agreed to break up fifteen acres in consideration o, 

^ Digitized by ' 
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he vas to pay four potmds azmaally* At the oonelnsion of the 
term it iras again leased for a nev term of seren years* The 
lessees vere to have liberty to break t^ nev landtthey vere to 
keep vp fences and to pay an annual rental of seven poundst 
ten shillings* 

By this time the reservation is spoken of as* *The 35 or 
40 aeres of Toime land in Chiekuppi plaine»*a strip haying 
been added to it some years previous* The annual rent is ac* 
counted for on the credit side of the toim*s ledger, but there 
is nothing to prove that this money, (or produce, for it iras 
paid in kind), vent to the support of the school master prior 
to the year I678* At a meeting of that year it vas "voted and 
concluded that Ur Saniel Denton shall have the profits of the 
Town's lands at Ohiekuppi and ten potoid p annum, be sides the 
allowance that the school master according to Tomt order or 
agreement is to have of al such as send their children or 
servants** 

In the town accounts of the same year, 1678, on the credit 

side ve read, *By ye Town land at Chiekuppi, 6L*-I0S* ;and on 

the debit side, *To ye School Mr 6L* fro* ye Town and 6L*-I0S. 

si- 
fro OhickTappi**ThU8 it is certain that the land vas by this 

^ Ibid* ,p, 215. ^Ibid*, 276, (refer to page 34) 

^ Ibid., p. 369. "^ Ibid*, II*. 140* ><- f 

•^ Ibid., I., 422. Digitized by V^OOgie 
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time at least oeeasionally used as a stipport for the school* 

liet us now rettirn to the ministry reservation* In 1655 
lfr« Thonqsson eame to Springfield as pastor* and at a meeting 
held Vorember 1 5th* of that year it vas Yoted* *Tt Ifr ThOflQ>son 
during his eontinuaneeas preaehing minister in Springfield 
shall possess and enjoy ye To'vn House lot and Hovsingtvith 
all the land thereto belonging (veh formerly the Tovn bought 
of Mr Hoxon) * he to have all the profits during his residenee 
as minister in the toinu'A irhen he shall eease to be our 
preaohing minister then ye sd housing and lands to return unto 
ye Tovne's hands** 

Ur* Thonqpson left the toim vithin a year and -«l;«s follew- 
ed by Ur* Hooker iho remained only three months* Then* after an 
interyaivin 1660* eame the Rer* Pelatiah Olorer irho stayed 
until his death in 1692* 

In 1665* at a legal meeting* *it vas voted and determined 

all present eonsenting thereto* to give Ur Pelatiah Olorer all 

the land veh the Toim bought of Ur Uoxon to be his ovn 

propriety* * This vas a radieal departure from both the spirit 

and the letter of the vote of 1655 and will bear fruit later* 

^Ibid*»p.243* 

^Ibid,II*,p.8I* 

^bid*,p.l52. 
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In 1677, after the Tsioming of Springfield by the InOians* 
a nev house vas btiilt for the minister* and the toimsmen voted 
"To give Or Reverend Teaeher,Ifr Olover this house - — upon ye 
like terms as ye former hotise and lands were given* * The 
action of the majority was dissented from by twenty two men 
whose names were entered; they declaring in favor of *ye 
former vote yt ye house be for ye ministry, disallowing of any 
alteration of ye former vote#* 

The above mentioned vote was taken in July* In August of 
the same year, at a meeting ealled *to eonsider something about 

ye house for ye ministry-»-it was eoneluded and fully agreed 

J- 
as followreE th: whereas this Town had bought land and a house 

of Ur George Moxon for ye ministry* and so stat« d* settled it 

then; which yet out of Or good affeotion for Mr Qlover our 

present Ts'aeher- — they have since given to him-— ^he continue- 

ing in this Towrn preaching the word of Sod to us as long as 

he lives: Now forasmuch as it appears that the Town could not 

give away the said Howsing and lands for ye ministryal of it 

being stated A settled to yt use and appropriated to ye church 

forever ,that is to say to ye maintenance of such as should 

Teach and Preach ye word of Ood to this church and Town of 

Springfield from tyme to tyme for ever and so not capable of 

^ibid. *ii. , 132. j3.g.,.^^^ ^y Google 
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being cmy ptioular person's propriety longer than he should be 
a Preaeher of the ¥ord of 9od there:* They therefore eonelude 
to raise lb* Olover's salary and restane the lend *to its first 
and primitive use* * It iras not to be "aoeounted or reekoned 
Ifr Glover *s propriety otherwise than for use while he continue 
Or minister* * 

Mr* Glover however seems to have been loath to yield to 
this eonelusion;for»in I68I» *At ye meeting (he) did present to 
ye Towne in writing his desires relating to ye house and land 
purohased by ye Town for ye ministry as followeth: vizt»that 
ye Town would conjoint wt him in an address to ye next General 
Court for ye full and final determination of this point* 
whether ye donation of ye house and lands (purohased for ye 
ministry) to him and his heirs ffr everbe legal and consisted 
with right* 21y; that it might be authoritatively settled to him 
and his if f found to be consistent with right* 31y; that two 
meet persons may be chosen to conjoint with hia in formalizing 
and ordering this address* The Town seriously considering ye 
premisis propounded by Itr Glover did assent to ye first and 
last parti ctilars*" 

The next year the matter is up again* and now a startling 
solution is found for the difficulty* It was voted that* 

Ibid* ,p. 147* ^gj.^^^ ^y Google 
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"There having passed some tmdtie and eonflieting votes referr- 
ing to the land Or Rev* Teaeher Ifr Pelatiah Olover nov posses- 
es»for weh we have eaase to be htonble before the Lord»ve hav- 
ing first stated it for the ministry & aftenrard given it to 
Or Rev feaeher as his oim propriety & yet aftenrard again 
assraning it to the ministry thinking it Or duty soe to doe» 
eyeing Or first sequestration thereof f: tipon irtiieh Or Oenl 
eourt both declared it Or duty to give Or Rev Teaeher a due 
eoiq>ensation to the foil value thereof • oonsidering the prem- 
ises and Or entanglements thereby and seeing the Rev Teaeher 
is desirous to enjoy this Or gift to himtwe do therefore judge 
it meet and oheerfully eonelude »that the forty aeres more or 
less of Town land of Chiokuppi » together with the six and one 
half aeres of Town meadow as also about two and onee half acre 
by Mr Denton's- — be al set iqpart and appropriated to the min- 
istry — -whereby Or Rev Teaeher may enjoy that land given him 
aeeording to and on the terms of our grant to him* * The exeh- 
ehange was to be subject to the consent of the Court* The 
Votes for this exchange were 27, and the dissenters wtvere 23; 
who though they dissented from confirming the Town's gift to 
Or Rev Teacher* yet they consented to give him a full conpensa- 
tion for the land first set apart for the ministry* * 

^Ibid*,p.I56. Digitized by Google 
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Thas the ministry lands are first voted away to an indi- 
vidual and then>to satisfy those ivho object to this proceeding 
the school lands are set spart for the ministry^ But the end 
is not yet^as the division on the last vote would indicate# 
On the death of the Revt Pelatiah Glover his son >Felatiahf 
inherited his rights to the land in question^ But the townsmen 
now showed a desire to secure those lands to their first use« 
Therefore they held a meetingt Hn order to the discoursing 
and agreeing with Ifr Glover about that house and land wch ye 
Town granted his father which belongs to the ministry^* 

The town had practically agreed to offer Glover IOOL«» 
bot he asked 740L# Then a conmittee was appointed to treat 
with him* In the meantime the town voted that should Vtr^ 
Slover insist on land in compensation they would part w ith 
the forty acres of Ohickoppi# He returned and demanded pay- 
ment in land* The town made an offer which included the Ohick- 
uppi school lands as part pay* Glover declared himself satis- 
fied and agreed to give the town possession of the ministry 
lands on the morreWfhe taking possession of the school lands 
at the same time* But for some reason the agreement was not 
executed and the matter came up again at the next meeting* 



^Ibid*,p*205* 
l^bid*tp*I07^ 
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QloTor nov promised to give a definite ansver in fotirteen days , 

Later the parties referred the irtiole question to a board 
of arbitrators* irtio decided that the toim should pay Olorer 
350L* in fall oonqpensation for the ministry lands* and that 
this payment be made »so far as possible* in lend* Therefore 
it vas TOted to gire him the Chiokuppi land and the to'wn 
meadov at 240L Three dissented* for Just irhat reason we do not 
knoir. According to this arrangement ICr* Olover iras put in 
possession of the two parcels of land* The following year the 
ministry lands were handed over to the nevr minister to enjoy 
as long as he should be the minister* 

The deed of assurance had not yet been given <}loTer*sd- 
though the town had invited him to bring one for the selectmen 
to sign* then he finally presented a form it was voted unsafe 
to sign it* the conditions not being (so it was alleged) exactly 
what had been agreed t^on* Twor years later* 1695* it was again 
voted to give him a deed * At the next meeting Ifr* Olover 
presented a deed which he *had drawn for the securing of the 
town's lands at Ohickuppi unto him ^and desiring that the 
said deed might be signed by the town or selectmen* it being 

4 

Objected that the land could not be disposed away fro the 
town^s propriety* ■ 

^Ibid.*pp. 209-212* ^lbid*,p*34I» j 

^Ibid* *pp . 342-343* Digitized by ^^OOgle 
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They nov appointed a eomnittee to treat with him for a reeom- 
penee in lieu of the land* Finally an agreement was reached . 
The town paid Glover one hundred and eighty pounds in full 
eompensation for the Ohiekuppi lands* The matter being thus 
disposed of the town voted: 

*That the ancient appropriation of Ohiekuppi land on the 
west side of the river bee to the maintenance of a schools in 
the Towne of Springfield# Also voted that the six acres of 
meadow ybee it more or less»on the east side of the river 
lying between the meadow of Col# John Fynchon on the southeast 
»and the meadow of Bdward Stebbins on the northwest side bee 
appropriated to the same use>and is now granted unto that use^ 
vizt» towards the maintenance of a school in Springfield 
forever* • 

Thus» happily, this grantf after passing through many 
vicissitudes* by reason of the development of a public senti- 
ment favorable to a steady stqpport of schools* came at last to 
be exclusively devoted to that purpose* 

^Ibid**p*344, 

^In the notes to Acts and Resolves of Massachusetts Bay* 
Volume VIII*Resolves etc** I 703-1 707* Appendix III *pp* 588-593* 
is a chapter on the school history of Springfield* taken from 
Archives*LVlII*p*245* It is there stated* Hhat the profits of 
the lands appropriated in I653(fT)to the maintenance of a 
school seemed not to have been applied to that purpose before 
the year I696« Possibly no income may have accrued from them* 
However that may be the following vote by the 4l^)^^^(9^A [^ 
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appears to have been the first attend t to realize and apply 
an income from these lands and at the same time to set apart 
other lands for the same ptirpose. * Here follovs the rote just 
given above* The misapprehension of the writer is apparenttfor 
we have shown that there was an income from these lands long 
before 1^96 and also that this income was at least once voted 
to the school mastertsnd at least once paid to him« The 
writer of the above has evidently overlooked the entire series 
of transactions resultinf directly in the vote given in I696« 
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COLONIAL SUPPORT OP GRAUHAR SCHOOLS* 

Thus far ire haye been looking at the subject of school 
support in Hew Bngland from the point of Tiev of the toims or 
local units* Ve will nov take the matter up from the stands- 
point of the colonial governments* 

The facts already brot out go to show thatfivhile many 
toims were extremely enterprising in the support of education 
others were extremely negligent* Had the townstthereforctbeen 
the ultimate arbiters in the matter educ national deyelopment 
would inevitably have been far different than it was* But the 
colonial government occupied a position with respect to the 
towns which enabled it to impose upon the latter policies 
haying their spring in the better sentiment of the colony at 
large* This it did in the matter of education* One of the 
local historians of Massachusetts forcibly expresses the idea 
thus: "There were men who believed in educatiout and sacrificed 
a good deal to promote it;but the people generally had to be 
whipped vcp to the necessary expenditure* — Had not the colony 
spurred them tip. there is no telling wheno the reputation of 
our fathers for seal in education would have heen^t^t)," 

DeTorestfBarly History of ¥est:^ord»p* '96* 
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There can be no doubt that the colonial influenoOt exerted 
in the form of a more or less paternal vatehfolness over the 
religions and educational welfare of the people»vaB the most 
important force in determining the educational history of the 
Hev Sngland states* ¥e9hoveTer»are especially concerned vith 
a particular phase of that historical dCTelopment^ namely » 
landed support of schools* 

Trom the colonial side^the policy of granting lands for 
the support of schools seems to hare arisen in connection with 
the gramnar schoolSt These institutions irere rery essential 
from the point of yiew of the Vbw Bngland fathers* The grammar 
school was the feeder of the college* that ^School of the 
prophets *f from whic]:^he ^learned and orthodox* ministry was 
recruited* But the maintenance of these schools bore yery hard 
upon the towns* so much so that the fine for non-coiqpliance 
with the law requiring every town of over one hundred a to 
support one*had to be continually increased in amount* Sren 
then many towns were •presented* for neglect each year* The 
fact seems to be that the grammar school was not popularly 
regarded as a necessity* Therefore its stqpport was accounted 
a special burden* 

lender such circumstances it is not strange that the gov- 
ernment s should have come to the rescue, ^vhich they didtn j 
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manner followlns: 

The General Court of Massachusetts Bay In Ifi59, "In 
ans'ver to the petition of the to'wnB of Charlestovn and 
Cambridge, +-'-----i»»j!- — «- judge meet to graunt to each tovne a 
thousaiid aerea of land>tqpon eondition that they forerer 
appropriate it to that uaeCmaintenanoe of a granmar school) 
and irithin three years at forthestflay out the same A put it 
on iiqproTement; and in case that they fails of maintaining a 
granmar school daring the said time they shall do sotthe next 
granmar school of vt tovne soSTer* shall have the sole benefit 
thereof* • 

The colony of Plymouth had an almost unique source of 
rerenue in the fisheries at Cape Cod* Those irtio desired 
liberty to take the 'alevires* or herring there vere obliged t 
procure a license at a rate fixed by the Court* At the Cotart 
held in llarch»I672-3,the folloiring resolution vas adopted: 
*fherea8 at the Oenerall Court of his Ifaj* holden att Hew 
Plymouth in June Anno 1670* the Court»upon divers serious con- 
siderations them therunto mOTingtdid freely give and grant 
all such profits as shotild annually acreir or grov dneto this 

^Colonial Records of Massachusetts Bay»iy*»^0* 
^Plymouth Colony Record8»y*»I07-I08« See on the cape 
fisheries regulations, Ibid*pp. 104, 243, 244. In 1677 the fisher- 
ies were granted to a corporation at an annual rent of thirty 
pounds, silver money of Neir lEngland* 
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eollonie from time to time* for fishing irith netts or saines 
att Oape Ood for maekerall»bas8 or herrings* as by the said 
grant doth folly appear* to be enployed and iaqproTOd for and 
towards a free sehoole in some to'wn of this jurisdiction* for 
the training tq» of youth in literature for the good and benef- 
it of posteritie*proTided a beginning vere made vithin one yea 
after the said grant; — and vithin the time limited there hath 
been a beginning made at Plymouth and hitherto continued by 
Qod*s blessing vith good snceess ^as tq»on examination may 

• 

appear; and irtiereas the sayd toime in generall hare giren and 
graonted irtiaterer profits may any iray arise from or by the 
inprorement of a considerable traet of upland and meadoir be- 
longing to the said toime of Plymoutht- — for and towards the 
maintenance and xxpholding of the said sehoole at Plymouth; as 
also since sereral of the tovne of Plymouthtout of their good 
affectionSfhare freely gi Yen* out of their oime estates for the 
erecting or procuring a conrenient sehoole housctnot only for 
the better acconmodating of scollarstbut alsoe for the school 
master to live and reside in» * — Plymouthtfor all these 
reasonstreceiYes the colony money# Later the Oqpe moneytas it 
▼as calledfiras distributed among all of the gramnar schools 
of the colony* thus being in reality a grammar school fund# The 
following votes are in point* In 1678, •The some of^en poWds 
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out of the profits of the Ctrpe fishery^is graunted b7 the 
Cotirt and ordered to be paid* fire pound^hereof to Mistress 
Heimiantthe vife of Noah Hemnan* deceased* and the other fire 
pounds to the school master at Rehoboth»in referenee to the 
order of the Cotirt disposing such pay to be iagprobed towards 
the keeping of a granmar sohoole in each toim of this jxuris- 
diction* as in said order is esqpressed** 

In 1682* "Received by Vtr Baniell Smithof the Treasurer 
Twelve pounds in silver mony of New Bkigland*of the Csj^e mony* 
to be inployed for and towards the maintenance and keeping of 
a Oramer Sdhoole at Rehoboth.* 

In 1683* *Tbe Oonrt have ordered the Cagpe mony as follow- 
eth: vis; to Bastable school twelve potind;to Dxixborrow school 
eight potind; to Rehoboth school* five potmd; to Taonton school 
three pound; and two pound to Ifir Daniell Smith* * 

Turning now to Connecticut* we find the following* of date 
1672* the year that Plymouth received the grant of the fishery 
profits: *This Court granted to the county towns of Fairfield 
and New London the some of six hundred acres of land qpiece 
to each of those county towns to be taken up where it may not 
prejudice any former grant* which sayd land shall be and 

\ Plymouth Colony Records*y* * 259. 

Ibid. * VI. * 81. ^^ GoOqIc 

^bid..p.I02. o 
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beloxig to the said eotmty toimes forever to be inproTea in the 

beat manner ^hat may be for the benefit of a Oramner achoole 

in the sayd County toimea and to no other uae or end irtiatao- 

ever* There ia alao granted to the ootinty towna of New Haven 

and Hartford to each of themtaix hundred aerea of land tipon 

the aame terma and to the aame uae with the ether toima# * 

It ia clear from the abovOfthat before the eloae of the 

aeventeenth century » the colonial government a of both Uasaachu- 

aetta and Connecticut had connitted themaelvea to the policy 

of encouraging grannar achoola; and thia waa donctaave in the 

caae of Plymouth* by grant a of land to the toima in irtiich auch 

achoola were located* 

^Colonial Re corda of ConnecticuttI666-I677^,p.I76^ 
"^Conmitteea were appointed to lay out the landa to each of 
theae towna in I702# It appear a therefore that the landa were 
of no immediate benefit to the 8choola# The conaequence of 
that fact appeara later in the direct payment of a portion of 
the aalariea of the grammar achool mastara by the colonial 
govemment« See for the appointment of comnitteea to lay out 
the landa* Colonial Recorda of 0onnecticut9l689-I706«»p«402# 



Digitized by 



Google 



• ' « 



^>• 



'.r '''> V, -.;:.'.• r-' 



' ' • • • 



. :. :> ^ ^ r 



Digitized by 



Google 



(60) 
SCHOOL RBSERVATIOHS IN GRANTS OP TOWNSHIPS, 
MASSACHtJSETTS: 

Ihiring the earlr rears of the eighteenth eentnry there 
▼as inaogiarated the eustom of making school reserrations in 
grants of vild lands to associations of proprietors* This is a 
matter of so maeh iiqportanee in the edaeational history of the 
eotmtry that it demands extended illustration* 

In a grant of land "whieh became the to'wn of Suttontmade 
by Lieutenant OoTomor Dudley vith the consent of the general 
court in 1704, the folloving charter prorision occurs: *ProTidd 
they intrench ttpon no former grant of the General Court, and 
they be obliged to settle thirty families and a minister tipon 
said lands vithin seven years after the end of the present var 
irith the Indians; and that they reserTO three hundred acres of 
the said lands for the first settled minister, four hundred 

aeres for the ministry, and tvo hundred acres for the use of a 

J- 
school, all to be laid out conreniently* * 

A similar prorision occurs in the charter of Lunenburg, 

granted in I7I9* A copy of this typical charter, taken from a 

fac-similf. in the Early Records of the Town of Lunenburg is 

given beloir in a note. 

^^Benedict & TracytHistory of the Town of 3uttonfP«I0* 
^At a Great and General Court or Assembly for His Majestys 
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The obligation to provide sehooling in aeeordanoe vith 
the spirit of the grant for that purpoaetwaa often enforeed 
by a proTiso in the aet of incorporation ivhen sa^ traets 
beeeme aomevhat settled. Thus the aet ineorporating the toim 
of Ltmenbnrg proridest *that the inhabitants of the said tovn 
of Lunenburg — do provide for the eomfortable and honorable 
scqpport of a learned and orthodox minister among them* and like 
vise provide a school master to instruct their youth in read- 
ing and irriting* * 

Province of ye Massachusetts Bay Held Hov-r 4,1719 

In ye Rouse of Representatives The Vote for granting Tvo 
Nev Toims Vas brought Sown from the Board with Amendments 
which were Read A Agreed to, and ye Vote is as follows: viz 
Toted that Two Towns Sach Containing a Qnantity of Land not 
exceeding Six Miles Square to be Laid out in as Regular ?orms 
as ye Lines Vill Allow* to be Settled in a Defensible Manner 
On ye Vesterly Side of Oroton Vest Line and that Villiam 
Tailor* Samuel Thaxter*7raneis Tallam Ospt John Shiply A Mr 
Benjamin Ihittemore be a Gooai-tee fully Inpowered to Allott 
and grant out ye Land Contained in Bach of ye said Towns (a Lot 
not to Exceed Two Rtuadred & Fifty Acres) to such PrSons i Only 
Such as Vill Bffectually Settle ye Same Vithin ye Space of 
three Tears Vext Bnsuing ye Laying out A granting Such Letts 
by 8d OooB-tee Who Are Instructed A Directed to Admitt IClghty 
Families or persons at least Who shall pay to ye Sd Ooon-tee 
for ye Use of ye Province the Sum of Five pounds for laeh 
Allottm>t Ihich Shall be Granted A Allotted as affors-d* And 
that Sach PrSon to Whom Such Lot or Letts Shall be Or anted A 
Laid out Shall be Obligedto build a Oood Dwelling House 
thereon A Inhabitit A also to break up/A pence in three Acres 
of Iisnd at ye least Vithin ye Term of three Tears; and yt the« 
be i,aid out and reserved for ye first settled Minister a good 
Convenient Lot Also a Lot for ye School* and a Ministerial Lot 
A a Lot for Harvard Oolleg|» of Two Hundred and fifty Acres B 
each and ye settlers be Obliged to build a Convenient House 
for the Tor ship of Ood in eaot of S-d Towns within the Term of 
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In the grant of the territory of Veetmineter in the same 
rear the failure to earry out the proriso reapeeting reaerra- 
tiona ia made a anffieient eauae of forfeitture* *Zf the aaid 
granteea ahall not effeetually aettle the aaid number of fam- 
iliea in each to'wn8hip»and alao lay out a lot for the aaid 
aettled mini atert one for the miniatry and one for the aehool 
in eaeh of the aaid toimahip at they ahall hare no adTantage* 
hat ahall forfeit their aaid granta** 

In 1735, on the petition of the tovn of Boaten for *three 
or fonr tovnahipa^of the Hanpahire wild landatto eaae her 
burden of oolony and local taxation* the genelal court granted 
to the to'wn three tovnahipa* The general proriaiona vere 
aimilar to thoae noted for Lunenburg* There vere to be in eaoh 
toimahip of land aixty three aharea* *one to be for the firat 
aettled mini ater* one for the miniatry and one for a aehool. * 

The aame year, Z735, the general eourt of Ifaaaaefauaetta 

granted a to'wnahip of land vithin the preaent limita of Nev 

Haiqpahire* Thia traet became the toim of Dumbarton* The 

charter containa the following paaaage: *And for the more 

four yeara»and to pay ye Charge of Heceaaary Surrey & ye 
CooB-tee for their Serrice in and about ye premiaia* And that 
ye 0<miB-tee Oire public Notiee of ye Time and Place vhen they 
will Meet to grant Allottmta** 

^Heywood»Hi8tory of fistminater* 

^^'ItaithtHiatory of Pittafield,p* 65* ^ j 
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•ffeotual bringing forvarA the settling of the said new tovn* 

Orderedfthat the said town be laid out into sixty three eq;aal 

shares* one of vhieh to be for the first settled iainister»0Be 

for the ministry and one for a sehool** 

In the list of Massaohusetts charters for Hew Hainpshire 
lands we find one of very early date»I673« It eontains no 
speeifie reservations* bat there is a general reseryation whieh 
nay well hare been the preetirsor of the better known forms of 
the next oenttury* It reads: *The magistrates judge it meet to 
grant the petitioners request herein Prorided that a farm of 
five faandred acres of upland and meadow be laid out of this 
tract for the publique use* and that they so proceed in settl- 
ing the plantation as to finish it once within three years 
and procure and maintain an able and orthodox minister 
amongst them* * 

The latest of these chax^ers is of the year 1773* It is 

the charter of the town of Yalpole^^*H«*and contains four 

reserrations; for the first minister* the ministry* the gramnar 

school* and Harrard College* Aside from these tTK^*one very 

early the other very late* there appears to be no Tariation in 

the reserTations saTO a yerbal variation; and even this is 

extremely slight* 

"^New Hanp shire State Papers* Town Charters*I*t79*, 
^bid*,p.84. Digitized by ^^OOQle 
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In Ifassaehnsetts therefore»ve find at the opening of the 
eentxury a elearly defined reserration polie7»iihieh vas steadi- 
ly adhered to dovn to the Rerolutionary period* V« irill find 
in a later phase of the study that it nay be traced maoh far- 
ther than this* Suffice it to say here tha t the eonmon sehool 
fond of the state is based tqpon the proceeds of sales of land 
in Ifaine; There are*also^'ntimerous exaagples of the endowment 
of academies from the same sotirce* 

CONNECTICUT: 

As in the case of HassachusettSfVe find instances of 
grants for school purposes made by the proprietors of tovns in 
Connecticut* That there was school land in Hartford is e-ridenc 
ed by the following! *7oted that the school comittee are em- 
powered to exchange the house and home lot belonging to the to 
tomi that is inproTOd for the maintenance of a school in the 
tomi: either for mead land or other lands that may be of 
benefit or adTantage to the said stiiool** 



^^Origin and History of the Uassartmsetts School Tund»by 
eeo* S. Boutvellf Report of Mass* Board of Sdacation»I859*p*38. 

^Order respecting grants to academiesvpassed in 1797; see 
Report of Conmissioner of Bducatiout 1877-8, pp* 431-432* 
S«.«t Xlso, History of Vest field*p« 316, 

^Connecticut Historical Society Collections»Vl« • 298« 
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In Vater^vry the proprietors early set aside land for the 
•ehool»the rent from irtiioh was cqpplied to its support* In 1734 
it vas sold and a fond ereated* Suffield also had a sehool 



lot vhieh cqpparently remained uaprodaotiTe tmtil about I750» 
nhen it was leased for nine hundred ninety nine years* 

In 1707 the "Bast Farmers* of the town of Ouilford were 
ereeted into a separate parish or *soeiety* twith definite 
bounds* and "with liberty to embody themselves in ehurch and 
estate* and to have the benefit of the sehool money within the 
bounds of the society provided they keep a sehool there* * 
This "school money* probably refers to the forty shillings in 
the one thousand pouxids allowed by the court to each town for 
spooling* But there were also sehool lands in Quilford*for 
at a meeting in 1 671* *the town* considering the necessity of 
education of children* appointed a connittee to lay out 30 
acres of tqpland and 20 acres of marsh* *to be kept and inpror- 
ed for the best benefit of a sdiool in Quilford** 

Ve hare seen how* in 1672, the general court granted lands 

to each of the county towns for the benefit of a grammar 

sehool* These lands could not be made aTailable at once* and 

^Town and City of Vatertir>]^.p*696, 

documentary History of Suff ield»p* 56* 

"^History of Quilford and lIadison*p«396« 

^Colonial Records of Connecticut*I689.I706*pp,3I*97« 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



(66) 
the neeesslties of the schools vere urgent. AoeorOingly in 
I690»the eotirt ordered that the masters of the sohoole in 
Hartford and Hew Haren shotadhare an annual salary of sixty 
pounds in country pay* "thirty pounds of it to be paid out of 
the country treasury* • The proTision was amplified in 1693, 
when the court* *for the encouragement of learning in this 
colony* there being fewer granmar schools in the county towns 
of each county* this court having granted to Hartford and New 
Haven for ths end aforesaid thirty pounds apiece to the said 
Towns*now gave to New London and ^airfield Cotmxy sohoole s 
twenty pounds to each of those cotinty townes," 

In 1700 a law was passed requiring the keeping of a conm- 
on school in all towns of thirty families; "And towards the 
maintenance of the schools respectively it is ordered* that 
from the eolonie rates* as the country rates are paid by the 
treasurer shall be yearly paid forty shillings upon every one 
thousand pounds of the publick list of persons and estates 
unto the several towns — for the use of their schools aforei^ . 
said* * 



V^i 



Ibid* *Pt 33Z 
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This solieitude for education on the part of the colon- 
ial government t a little later takes the form of land reaerva- 
tiona* 

In 1687 the general ootirt of Connecti out t thinking to save 
its western lands from the cupidity of the royal governor 
AndroSf granted the greater part away to the towns of Hartford 
and Windsor* Ho consideration was gi vent either at the time or 
subsequently; the transaction was understood to be a means of 
public defense* But the possession of the lands came to be so 
agreeable to the towns that when the danger was past* the 
tyrant gonOtand the charter government restoredtthey obstinate 
ly refused to give them up to the colony* A dispute ensuedt 
which raged for years* and at one time seemed on the point of 
issuing in civil war* But in the meantime* and before the pass- 



ions of the parties had been excited to the limit* a portion of 

the Hartford claim had been settled* The town in I7I5 sent 

John Harsh to explore a tract of these lands* The following 

year he made a purchase of the Indians* In I7I8 a conpany was 

"^Colonial Records of Connecticut*I678-I689*p*225* 
^Trumbull *Hi story of Connecticut til*, 9 6- 99* 
^ilboumOtHistory of Litchfield,p*I8* 
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organized for the purpose of settling a tovn at a place then 
ealled Bantam and later Litehfield* This body of proprietorst 
although operating under the authority of the tovn of Hartford 
• deemed it prudent to secure a confirmation of their charter 
from the colonial goTomment* In Ua7»I7I9»at a general assemb- 
ly held at Hartford; *Upon the petition of Mr John Harsh of 
Hartford and Deacon John Buel of Lebanon* vith many otherst 
praying libertytunder comnittees appointed by the towns of 
Hartford and Vindsor,to settle a town vestTard of Tarmington 
at a place called Bantam; this assembly do grant liberty and 
full power tanto the said John Marsh and John Buel and partners 
settlers being in the whole fifty seyen in number to settles 
town at said Bantam* the said town to be dirided into sixty 
rights* three thereof to be improved for pious uses in said 
town** This division sppears to have been already provided for 
and the three rights here stated generally *to pious uses* 
were designed by the proprietors for the first minister* the 
ministry* and the school* The action of the assembly therefore* 
was in this case confirmatory rather than initiatory; but from 
the first case to the second will be an easy stride* 

^Colonial Records of Connecticut, 1 71 7- 1 725, pp. 1 26-1 27. 
^^^istory of Litchfield,?. 22* 
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In 1726 the general court agreed vith comnitteea of the 
toima of Hartford and Vind8or»that the lands claimed by them 
and by the colonyt should be di Tided equally batiwen the towns 
on the one hand and the colonial goTomment on the other; they 
to hare the eastern portion and the colony the irestem# The 
division was effected in 1731^ the government meantime having 
procured the extinguishment of the Indian title to its moiety* 

A committee was now appointed to see what it was best to 
do with the lands secured to the colony* They reported in 
favor of their sale by township s« A later coimittee made a 
report in 1733 which stands as a great landmark in American 
educational hi story # Following are the clauses having special 
significance in this connection* 

^Firstfthat an act be made and passed at this assemblyt 

granting all the monies which shall be raised by the sale of 

the seven towns lately laid out in the western landSfto the 

towns of this colony that are now settledtto be divided to 

them in proportion according to the list of their rateable 

^Col# Rec* of Conn*, VII •,44. ^bid#,p#237^ 

Ibid* ,pt 166^ ^ Ibid* ,pp* 457-458. 

^Ibid* fpp* 361, 386* Ibid* tp* 469^ 
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estate in the year last past* and to be secured and forever 
inqproved for the use of schools kept in said toims according 
to law*' 

*2d ly! In order to the selling and settling said town- 
ship s-*— they are to be dirided into fifty shares 

"besides three shares that shadl be set apart»one for the 
first minister that shall be settled there»to be eonyeyed to 
him in fee; one to be sequesteeed for the use of the present 
established ministry forever* and one for the use of the school 
or schools in such toims forever* * 

This report was approved and its reooBnendations enacted 
into law* The proceeds from the sale of the seven townships 
made the beginnings of Connecticut's common school fund^ 

That part of the western lands which by the above agree- 
ment was patented to Hartford and Vindsor»wa8 also divided 
into seven townships* These were also sold and settled in a 
similar manner* Here then were fourteen towns* together embrac- 
ing a large part of western Connecticut* into irtiich population 
drifted gradually from the east* and which were not fully 
settled before the Revolutionary period* 

Ve have seen that in the colony's towns the reservation 
for schools was a uniform condition* That the same was tx*ue 
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for the other tovus ire oannot be certain* At least the mater- 
ials at hand do not prore it* Bat there are some faets point- 
ing in that direction* First* tvo of the tovns ire Yatomr to have 
had sohool lands* In Torrington ve are told the proprietors 
laid out the usual three reserTations»a traet of t-wo hundred 
and twenty aeres being set apart for the sehool* In Hartland* > 
too* there irere sehool landstfts sho'vn br a memorial of the 
people of the eastexm part of the to'wn to the general eotsrt 
in 1773* 

Seeondly*ve have seen that the Litchfield reserration vas 
made under iihat amounted to a charter from the tovns of Hart- 
ford and Windsor* If these tomxs sair fit to reqtiire such a 
reserration in one case they doubtless vould require it in all 
and especially in the case of those townships that mast be 
sold and settled in coiiq;>etition vith the colony townships* 

Thirdly* since the proceeds of the seren towns and the 
fund arising therefrom vas limited in its distribution to 
*the towns already settled*»it is inherently in|>robable that 
any new town should hare omitted the reservation for schools* 
HoirttTer* these considerations do not amount to proof* and are 
given for what they are irorth* 

At all event8*we have the spectacle of a large portion of 
western Connecticut settling rxp under the policy of school 
"^History of Torrington*p*I60 et seq* Digitized by dOOglC 
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reserrations for the benefit of the to'wns in vhieh they lay; 

iihile the older toims partieipated in the aehool frmd for the 

■iqpport of eonmon aehool a* 

'^ Tor an aeeotint of Conneetieut iBflnenee in Pennaylvania 
tand aehool reaerrationa in the Saaquehanna tovnahipataee 
^pendix •B*« 
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RBSBRVATIOHS IN GRAHTS OF TOVHSHlPSfCONTlHUBD) 

Nav Haiq> shire: 

In the study of Hew Hanpshire grants we find(a) the town 

eharters granted by the goremment of Hav Hampshire itself; 

(b) the oharters of the Masonian proprietors; (e) and those 

of Maasacfaasetts already mentioned* Trcm these three sotiroes 

ve are able to aseertain the eonditions on vhieh nearly all 

of the townships of Hew Hanpahire* settled after I720,were 

granted* A study of these doetnoents rereals the following 

faets: The earliest eharters* those of the year I722,with onci 

exception* contain the regular reserrations aa found in the 

Massachusetts and Oonneetieut grants* They are* honvrer* stated 

in a slightly different form; one share *for the first settled 

minister*one for the parsonage* and one for the school** In the 

case of Barrington two hondred acres were laid out for the 

parsonage* two hundred more for the first minister* and one 

hundred for a school* 

From that date the practice aeems thoroughly established. 

In 1727 at least four eharters were granted* all containing the 

reserrations as abore* At a later date a fourth reserration 

^Londondexn*y;no reserrations sare for Ooremor and Lieut* 
OeTemor*Town Oharters* I** 277* 
^bid.*424* 
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was aOded vhioh finds a plaee in all of the charter a granted 
by Banning Ventvorth»the royal gOTemor»both in Heir Ranp shire 
and in Yennont* This was a share for the incorporated society 
for the propagation of the Oospel in foreign parts* 

Reference has already been made to the prorision in Capt« 
^ohn Mason's will in favor of a graHsar school in his ootinty 
of Veir Hanqpshire* Oapt* Mason did not foresee the ricissitudes 
that this property votdd enootmter»nor that the name of Masont 
for the preservation of nhich he so carefully provided in his 
▼ill* (granting the county to his grandson* Robert Tufton*on 
condition of his taking the name of Mason) •would ultimately 
fade out of the proprietary* But so it was that after more 
than a centtiry of litigation* the rights of the last Masonian* 
'- John Tuf ton (Mason)* were transferred to a coB|>any of 



twelve men usually known as the *Masonian Proprietors** This 
was was in 1746* 

The charters of the years I752»I753,and 1754 contain all 
of the reservations except that for schools* But the town 
histories show that some of these towns had school lots in the 
plats drawrn in accordance with the charters* The Masonian 
charters of even date contained the school reservation* Many c 
of these (Ventworth) charters* too ^were renewed for various 
reasons* and in such cases the provision for the school was 
uniformly inserted* 

'^ The head of this proprietary was Theodore Atkinson* who 
was then and remained for many years* the secretary of the col- 
ony* His name appears on most of the charters granted by the 
colonial government* Digitized by v^OOglC 
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The proprietors began soon to make grants of tomrniOiips* 
anA in the space of tventy years* X 748-1768, issaed eharters to 
forty distinot towns*. Sn every one of these »vithout a single 
exception* reserTstions were made for the first settled min- 
ister* for the ministry *and for the school* In one case a 
*mill right* is added to the list; and in • single "? instance* 
in I769*the third reserration is stated for a gramnar school* 

7 

Othexnrise there is eonq;>lete tmiformity* 

V B R M N T 

The "New Haagp shire Grants** of territpry in the present 

state of Termont number about one hundred and thirty* Host of 

them were made after the year 1 760* when the great innigration 

to Vermont began* With the exception of the fifteen or sixteen 

charters issued before that date* all seem to contain the usual 

resex*yations; one for the first minister*one for the ministry 

according to the Church of Bngland*one for the Society for the 

Propagation of the Qospel»and one for the school. In fire of 

the eases abore excepted* I have ascertained* either from the 

plats* or from the town histories* that reserrations for schools 

^Town fharters.V* 
^Ibid**lV**p.II2. 
^Ibid**p*249* 
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«c-««^e included though not stated; and it seems reasonable to 
scqppose that this was generally true* 

When finally the people of Yermont organized a gOTomment 
of their oim» charters irere issued by it with a somewhat differ- 
ent statement of rese)»vation8* The charter of Montpelier»I78I, 
defines bOT3ndarie8»ete* Then continues: *«hieht together with 
the five following rights* reserred to the sereral public uses 
in manner following* include the whole of said tract or town- 
ship* to wit: one right for the use of a seminary or college* 
one right for the use of the county gramnar school* one right 
for the support of public worship* *and lands to the amount of 
one right for the support of an Snglish school or schools in 
said township** It is noteworthy that the college and granmar 
school rights were placed under the control of the general 
assembly* The others were to *be and ronain inalienably impro- 
priated to the uses and purposes to which they are respective- 
ly assigned* and be under the charge disposal and direction of 

\iy JisAf ^'^T'^ 

said town forever* • 

In 1794 the legislature of Vermont passed a law appro- 
priating the glebe lands to the 8vq[>port of public worship* the 
rents and profits to be distributed among the several church 
organizations in the town in which such lands lay* This was a 
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blOY at the ehoroh of Sngland* A seeond lav appropriated the 

lands reserved for the Society for the Propagation of the 

Sospsl fto the totms for the use of the schools* 

V" History of Montpelier,p.(cfji-e<4) /r 

^Doeumentary History of the Protestant Bpiseepal Chvroh 
in the State of Vermont ^pp* 53-54* 

i^Slade,Lav8 of Vermont tpp* 193-194* 

^ The United States Court for the District of Vermont 
vas called upon to determine the validity or invalidity of 
this lav and it decided in favor of the right of the society* 

A right vas a share* carrying vith it certain privileges 
and certain obligations* 
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HATIOHALIZATION OP THB RISERVATION POLICY^ 

Ve have traced the poller of reeerrations by eolonial 
goyenunents down to the end of eolonial times^ Indeedtin the 
case of Vermontfire have traced it beyond the Revolution* It 
now remains to see (a) whether the policy is a continuous one 
extending generally into the constitutional periodtand(b) irhe* 
ther there is any connection between this policy in the Kew 
Bngland states and the national reservation policy inaugurated 
with the Ordinance of I787^ 

Let us take Massachusetts as the typical New Bnglaad 

state« Ooming at once to the period following the Revolution 

we find that in 1785 a law was passed granting a confirmation 

and Union \l-^ 
of five townships between Penobscot^Rivers* This was in the 

Uaine district* In each of the townships four lots were res- 

ervedfOne for the first mini stert one for the mini stry^ one for 

future aqppropriatiouf and •one for the use of a school forever • 

In 1786 it was resolved Hhat the committee for the sale 

of the unappropriated lands belonging to this conmosnrealth in 

the county of Berkshiret^e and hereby are empowered and direct 

ed»in the disposal of the lands belonging to this commonwealth 

in the district of Hew Ashford»to provide for the following 

^ Laws and Resolves of lla8sachusetts»I784-5tp«407« 
^Laws and Resolves of MassachusettSfI786-7^p^299^ 
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reservations and appropriationstVlz: twohundred acres for the 
first settled mini 8ter» two hundred acres for the use of the 
ministrytand tvo hundred acres for the use of a grammar school 

An act vas passed in March 1 1 786 ^ confirming Deer Island 
and Sheep Island to the inhabitants of those islands respect- 
ivelyton conditiontfirstt of their paying a certain sum into 
the state treasurytand second Hhat they appropriate three 
hundred acres of land for the ministry and three hundred acres 
for the use of a grammar schools * 

A certain township t referred to in the acts as *lfumber 3* 
had been granted in March 1785. ^to a group of personst *on 
conditions which it is improper to insist on the performance 
of as per charter; *said lands are therefore confirmed to the 
ssme parties Hrith the reservations and on the prnvisions and 
conditions expressedj* "^in the original resolve* These condi- 
tions had reference to the three r eservat ions t one for the 
school# It is interesting to note that ^Township namber 3* 
was surveyed by Rufus Putnam# 

In I79I two townships were ordered to be laid out for 
the benefit of the sufferers from the burning of Palmouthtnow 
Portlandtby the British in I775# In eachfour lots of three 
hundred twenty acres were to be reserved for the usual uses# 
Ve have a similar case in 1792 and other cases later • But it 

^^ "Diqitized bi(;.VjOOy l(^ 
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▼ill not be necessary to detail thesu Bnough has been said to 
prove the continuity of the policy^ It originatedfirith the 
colonial go vemments» about 1700 and extended down to the con- 
stitutional period* 

Ve are now to inquire whether thw national policy* 
usually traced no further back than 1787^ is in any sense an 
outgrowth of this Hew England system* On general principles 
it would seem that a policy so deeply rooted in the institu- 
tional life of aniinportant section oast have an influence upon 
the government of which that section forms a part# But to the 
facts; 

The treaty which closed the Revolutionary Var left us an 

independent peoplOfWith boundaries including territory far 

beyond the frontiers of settlement on the west# This great 

stretch of wildemesstfrom the Alleghanies to the Mississippit 

became»by cession of the several claimant states* the endow* 

ment of the general government* Just as Massachusetts in 1700 

had a body of wild lands which could be granted on conditions; 

Just as Connecticut had western territory which could be set 

^I folloWfOn this phase of the subjectfthe monograph on 
*The History and Management of Land Grants for Bducation in 
the Northwest Territory *»by Qeo« V* Knight tPh^D^t published in 
the American Historical Society Papers»volumeI# 
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Off into townships and sold for the benefit of the entire 
colony; so now the nation was the possessor of a vast tract of 
wild lands t the management of which was destined to be deeply 
significant in its influence upon American institutions^ 
This is especially true of education# 

In 1784 Virginia^ which had by far the most important 
claim to western landst ceded her rights to lands northwest of 
the Ohio River to the national (or confederate )gOTemmentt 
^for the conmon benefit of the states^ * The congress at once 
proceeded to assert its Jurisdiction over the districts though 
the claims of Massachusetts and Oonnecticut to portions of the 
same territorytwere not formally yielded till some time latere 

While the first proposal of Virginia was under discussion 
»in I783»0ol« 61and»a delegate from that statStmoved in con- 
gress to accept the cession on the terms proposed by Virginia: 
and that the territory to be ceded be divided into districts 
of a definite Aieppeach district to become a state on possess^ 
ing aoOOO inhabitants^ Some of the lands were to be given to 
the Revolutionary soldiers as bounties; but one tenth of it 
was to be reserved by congressfthe income to be ^appropriated 
to the payment of the civil list of the United Statestthe 
erecting frontier fortSfthe founding seminaries of learning* 
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and the surplustif any t to be appropriated to the building and 
equipping a navy* • Nothing came of this motion* 

Although this the first proposition made in the congress 
looking to the appropriation of the national domain to the 
support of educatioutit will be observed that the form of the 
proposition is irtiolly different from that ultimately adopted* 
It contemplated, apparently^ the endowing of collegestor at most 
•seminaries* and the author of it seems to hare had no concept 
tion of the support of a common school system by that means* 
That idea vas to come from another quarter; the quarter, namely 
fin which it was alreadytand had been for a long time, oper- 
ative* 

This same year»I783ta movement was started in Hew England 
fhaving in view the emigration of a large body of reduced 
Revolutionary vetarans to the Ohio country, and the planting of 
a state there* Timothy Pickering of HassachusettSfdrew up the 
plan for tha proposed state, and on the basis of this plan 
General Rufus Putnam, the leader of the movement, submitted a 
petition to congress* Pickering suggested that, after satis- 
fying the Just demands of the Revolutionary soldiers, •all the 
the surplus lands should be the common property of the state, 
and disposed of for the common good, as for laying out roads. 
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building bridges* erecting buildingSt especially schools and 
academies* defraying the esqpenses of goremme^t and other pub- 
lic uses« ^Schools and academies* has a different ring to our 
ears than ^seminaries of learnings * 

The conmentary needed to explain Just vhat vas meant by 
Pickering^ s statement is supplied by the letter of Rufus 
Putnam to Vashington* submitting the petitiout^hich letter vas 
sent to the congress together with the more formal document# 
In it he suggests that , *the lands should be divided into 
toimships six miles square* with reservations for schools and 
the ministry** 

Here we have exactly what we should expect* In this pro- 
jected migration of Hew Bnglanders to the great west it was 
proposed* very naturally* to take with them the institutions 
with which they were thoroughly familiar and to which they had 
become attached* They had in mind the same system of local 
self government which prevailed among them* and which was 
applied to their own back country; hence the township *six 
miles square** long the customary size and form of the town« 
ships granted by the New Bngland colonial governments in their 
western lands* Provision for the ministry was one of the first 
conditions enjoined upon the proprietors of such new townships 
and a landed endowment for this purpose* as well as for schools 
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had long since come to be the settled poliey# Hoir appropriate 
that a man iftio vas employed to^lay out these lands in the 
▼ilds of Nev Bnglandfirtio had surrveyed Hovnship Htimber 3* in 
in liincoln conntyt should be the first to suggest to the nat- 
ional congress»noir that it had wild lands to deal withfthe 
policy to be persued respecting surveys and re8errvations# 
But time and stress would still be reqtdred to realize the 
idea in the national system# 

In MaytI784tMrt Jefferson reported a bill •for ascertain- 
ingthe mode of locating and disposing of lands in the western 
territory# * Its consideration was postponed and it was not 
taken up until March of the next year« Then it was recomnitted 
and a new bill reported having similar provisions* This in ^ ' 
turn was tenqporarily laid aside» apparently to give time for 
discussion outside of congress* Oopies of the proposed bill 
were sent to prominent men in different sections* Col* Timothy 
Pickering objected to it on the grotind that there was *no 
provision made for ministers of the 9ospel»nor even for school 
or academies** This criticism was made in a letter to Rufus 
King»a member of the committee that made the report* The bill 
recommitted March I6th»Rufus Xing being again on the comnittee 
The result was a new ordinance under the old title but embody- 
ing many modifications* In it appeared the fc 
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•There shall be veBerrBA the central section of erery township 
for the maintenance of public schools>and the section iranedi- 
ately adjoining for the support of religioUfthe profits aris- 
ing therefrom in both instances to be applied forever accord- 
ing to the will of the majority of male residents of full age 
within the same* • 

In a letter accompanying a copy of the report tRufus King 
wrote to Pickeringf "You Htll find thereby that your opinions 
have had weight with the comnittee Whetreported the ordinance* 
The part of the clause respecting religion was stricken out 
by the congresSfbut the provision for education remained in 
the ordinance as adopted. This is one landmark* 

In persuance of the ordinance of 1785 the so called 
•seven ranges • of townships were surveyed* The sales»how6vert 
were of little consequence> and it was seen that if the lands 
were to be a source of revenuCfWhich the bankrupt state of the 
treasury rendered imperative •something nsist be done to hasten 
their sale* The plan finally adopted was dictated by necessity 
and rendered possible of execution by a peculiar set of 
circT2mstances# It wast namely • to It^onp off the lands in great 
blocks to land conqpaniestwho were ready to supply the treasury 
in return with appreciable sums of money* The companies would 
parcel out the lands among actual settlers* Digitized by GoOqIc 
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In 1786-7 a new conpany of Htv Snglanders was organized 
for the purpose of settling ReTolutionary soldiers and others 
in the Ohio country* Rufus Putnam was a leading figure in the 
new organizationtand associated with himwere Sanasseh Cutler 
and Samuel Holden Parsons# A memorial to congress was at once 
drawn up and presented in Ua7fI787« This paper contained a 
proposition on the part of the eonpany to purchase of the 
gOTomment a body of contiguous territory north of the Ohio 
and to plant a new state there# It injected new life into the 
whole question of dealing with the western lands# 

A new ordinance was reported proTiding for the goTornment 
of the North Vest TezYitory# A former billtWhich contained no 
education clausOfhad been recomnitted and formed the basis of 
the new« This measure was enaated into law as the Ordinance of 
Z7879July I3th# It contains the famous passagCy *Religiont 
morality and knowledge being necessary to good gOTemmenty 
schools and the means of education shall be forerer encouraged!! 

The Ohio Conpany was on the groxind in the person of the 
skillful lobbyistyBr* Cutler»and it is scarcely doubtful that 
he exerted great influence in faTor of the principle^ Howerer 
that may be it became ingrained in the life of the nation and 
was realized in the magnificent endowments receired l^x the 
new states^ Digitized by GoOgle 
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But we hart not forgotten that the New Sngland idea 
coupled the support of education with that of religion# Vould 
the government be prepared to accept the entire syetem? The 
connittee appointed to deal with Dr« Cutler t after aereral 
conferences with hinit reported in favor of selling the lands 
on Cutler ^s terms* He had stipulated that one lot in each 
township was to be reserved for common sohoolst another for 
the support of the mini stryt and that four whole townships 
should be set cqpart for the maintenance of a xiniversity* 
Congress was unwilling to make such liberal donationst and 
framed a contract ordinance^roviding for the reservation of 
but one section in each township t number sixteeutfor school s# 
Cutler would not accede to the terms and made new proposalst 
which congress t under the stress of circumstancestfelt obliged 
to accept # The provision for reservations was as follows: that 
^ot number sixteen be given perpetuallytby congress to the 
maintenance of sohoolstand lot number twenty nine to the 
purposes of religion in the said townships* Two townships near 
the center and of good land to be also given by congress for 
the support of a literary institutioutto be cqpplied to the 
intended object by the legislature of the state* 

Similar reservations were made in connection with the 
Synmes purchase made during xhe sam^ y^a** Bu« vhxs was t^e 
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lasx ooeasion on irtiieh provision for religion was made by the 
national eongressfirtiile with regard to achoolstthe famous 
^section sixteen* clause in the land ordinance of IVSS^ became 
the principle in all future grants within the North Vest 
Territory^ 

Thus that element of the New Bngland system which was 
adcqpted to the new conditions was engrafted upon the national 
policy ;while the other element, suited perhaps to the condi- 
tions prevailing in the coloniestbut which was out of harmony 
with the spirit of the national institutionSfWas severed from 
it and never took any real hold upon the nation* 
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The ^fficitncy of School Rtservations in ^^w England. 

^t havt trace* the development of the reservation policy 
town to the confederation periodtor nearly sotand have seen 
a large niamber of townships in western ^assachusettSfWestern 
Connecticut, in New Hampshire and Vermont, created under the 
influence of that policy* It will now be well to study the 
question from the local point of view, in order to determine if 
possible, the actual efficiency of the reservationsmade;for , 
if ,in spite of the charter conditions, it should prove to be 
true that the lands were not generally laid out by the propri- 
y>o*s,then the reservation is a mere form of w^ ords,v ithout 
the historical significance we are apt to attach to *feem;if 
it be found that the lands were laid out, but that the proceeds 
derived therefrom were generally applied to objects other than 
th'^ on:^ specified, that again would have an important bearing 
upon the question we are studying. In other words, we wish to s 
se^ -**he reservation policy in actual operation, '''o do this t7o 
must examine the records of some of the tovns themselves*, 
'^or convenience we will consider them by states, taking first h 
^hose of Massachusetts^ 

The township of Sutton was granted as we have seen, in 

in 1704. Tn 1 725, at a town meeting, it was, •voted that the 

school land in *=5utton be all sold, reserving the thirty acre 

r^ T ^ 

lot, and the money to be put out for the benefit of a school in 
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Col. Jonathan Garwood entered his dissent against the lands 
being sold* Apparently the opposition made headway, for in 
1734 the selectmen are ordered to act as a cownittee, "to see 
whether the town may with safety make a sale of the school 
lands. • In I74T a coninittee was appointed to lease out the 

school lands. But four years later it w a8*Voted,to appoint 

'-^ 
a coinnittec ,to prepare a petition'^to ye grate and ^enerall 

Court, praying liberty to make sale of school lands. •— 

T'vidently the sale was made, for in 1777, when a portion of the 

inhabitantos sought to be set off as a separate parish, they 

asked for their , "part of the school money for future time."** 

Tn 1775 the tow^n's school fund, which represents doubt •• 
^less,the money received for this land,Wwith possibly some ac- 
^cretions,was reported as amounting to I44L I7s. ^^t at a 
later time this fund seems to have been lost, either by misap- 
propriation or by bad investment* 

tn VTorcester the school lands yielded an income as early 

as 1742,wt:^hen it was, •voted that all the money due to the to^:m 

from persons not serving as constables to this time, the rent 

of the school lands hitherto and for the present year, and tho 

V^-TTistory of Sutton: 32. ^Ibid:52. ^bid:60. 

^Ibid: 70. ^bid: 71^ ^Ibi*:I06. ^Ibid:8I5. 

^Records of Vorcester,v*2;Pt*2:28» 
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money due from the trustees amounting in ye irhole to 

4IL I5s Ift be applied towards paying the town debts. • 

In 1754 a committee which had been appointed to consider 
the question of sellinf^ a small portion of the school land 
reported against the sale. Here againt there was evident fear 
that an actual sale of the school lands w ould be in violation 
of the terms of the charter; hence a very ingenious plan was 
devised to escape the legal difficulty. As the method employed 
•^n orcester is typical, we quote it verbatim from the tow n 
records, volume four ,page 35. 

•The selectmen of ye town, being the committee for leasin*: 
out the school land lying adjoining to the land of Vfm. ^^ahan ? 
."''r's for the term of 999 years reported that, agreeably to the 
vote of sd tow n in Varch last they on ye 2d day of ye same mo 
month leased the same to ^^r James Putnam for yextiioxixptfxxxx: 
yearly rent of 5T. he being the highest bidder and the said 
Putnam agreeably to votes of sd town hath paid into the hands 
of sd selectmen such a sum of money as the interest thereof 
at six percent per annrmi is sufficient to raise the rent aforo 
sd and that they have given sd Putnam a discharge for all aftc 
'" ntsand the said sum so paid they have put out at interest 
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with Messrs David Baldwin of Lticesttr, Asa Paldwin of *=5pencer, 

and Jno "Theelock of ye County Gore to raise the rent aforesaid 

rw^hich report being read: voted that the same be accepted and 

that the said SL.when received be disposed of in the same 

proportion for ye use of schools in said tirn as other grants 

for schools are* • 

The town had other school lands and in 1769 it negatived 

a motion to sell them* 

Pittsfield was one of the towns granted to Boston in '''735 
... .^ 

Til \llt thee' selectmen acting as the superintending school com 

mi e'^, had in hand TOOLtfrom the appropriationt 6T..from "r ^WH^^y^ 

ll©n, and 4J^. from the rent of the school lot* • 

^ith reference to the Pittsfield reservation J*^»^^olland 

says n-855) , "The town receives at present about $120 yearly 

from lands thus appropriated more than 100 years ago* • 

In Palmer, chartered 1732, the school lot w as sold in T758 

for 3^^^.. T3s 4*. '^he ministry lands were also sold and the t^yo 

Slims jointly devoted to the purchase of another fainn. ^^ow ths 

latter was used is not clear. 

^F.ec.of ^orc.v.4:I5. ^ Ibid, 4: 164. 
^«mith, history of Pittsfield:I36. 

Of which each of the larger schools received 28*^, and the 
smaller T4T.. 

Holland, Fistory of Western Massachusetts, v. 1: 497. 
^Ustiry of P aimer r 90* 
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Lunenbiirg was chartered in 1 71 9 and incorporated in T729. 

h-^ school lands were not all laid out -until 1764, ^w^e>-n 169 
acres were set aside by the proprietors. The town records , ..- 
wUiich extend only to 1763, give us no information's to the use 
mede of these lands; but they show that great interest Wv^as 
taken in educational affairs* ^ut interesting questions conc- 
erning the school lands arise, wt;hen 'Pitchburgf'irtiich was set 
off from Lunenburg in 1764 , tries to secure its share of them- 
"Committees were chosen at several different meetings, to search 
th-" records of Lunenburg to find out what agreement was made 
between the two towns concerning these lands* Also to settle 
w^ ith Lunenburg or prosecute to final judgment. 
One committee w^ as instructed to search the town records of 
Lunenburg, •and take a tested coppes of the records, to now ^np^ 
what purpose those lands was granted for and to see if the tow 
of Ti chburg had any rights, •to them. Here the 'W'itchburg 



people seem to have dropped the matter;why we do not know • 

ossibly the land had been sold and the money squandered* 

To summarize :^e find by a study of the records of five of 

the ^'assachusetts towns, in whose charters reservations were 

made ,that in at least three cases, the grant was effective in 

\^ Proprietors Re cords, Lunenburg: 10 >• 
^Old Records of 7itchburg:I92,I93, 269|27I. 
^Had we access to the later records, t\e point might be 
cleared up for us* ^ j 
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producing fiinds,and that these funds Y;*ore used for the support 

of schools within the respective toi/ms. The other tw^o cases 
are doubtful • ^e cannot say ,on our present evidence, that the 
grants ir ere fruitful or otherwise* 

Connecticut* 
We have seen how the proprietors of T.itchfield , under the 
confirmation by the general assembly, of a grant made by ^^art- ^ 
foT^d and Windsor, set apart one sixtieth part of the tow n for 
the use of a school. The town being a large one, such a share 
amounted to about 700 acres. In 1729 it was voted to seOLl 
these school lands for TOnoT,. Probably there was opposition 
on the ground of lack of power to alienate, for at a late^jr 
meeting of the same year ,an agent was appointed to apply to 
the general assembly , •Por liberty to make sale of the school 
1 ndr^ n ' itchfield. " In November it was voted that the school 
landsshall be leased for the support of a school for the per- 
iod of 999 year s» An interesting feature of this vote is that 
in which they bind their successors ^ •in ye recognizance of 
lo-^n^^ lawful money ,to give a new lease of said right at the 
end of said term of 999 years, if there shall be occasion.'' 
"'he terms of the instrument, which was executed April I5,T73^, 
^''^ere as follo7/s:for eight years the lessee to pay 27t., annually 
rthen a lump sum of 450L. 

"^■^ist.of T,itchfield:5,6. Ibid:57, Digitized by GoOgle 
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The following is typical of not a few entries in the col- 
onial records of both ^Massachusetts and Connecticut, and showL^s 
that the school right was in general accounted as a valuable 
property* In 1768 the inhabitants of ^outh 'Parmsta parish in 
Litchfield, petition the assembly. The document recites, •that 
the General Assembly in their grant of said township reserved 
certain lands in said township for pious uses ir said tow n: "* 
that they have already been constituted a parish- '•yet the 
first society refuse to grant them their proportion of said 
interest. • A. committee is appointed to look after the interest 
of the petitioners, in other matters, and to find out*the condi- 
tion of said school lands. • 

Perhaps it was due to this influence that the town, •voted 
to divide the money for which the school right w as soia,bet- 
WAen the old society, the .^outh '^''arms society, and the ^hurch 
Of England, in proportion to the list of each part. • 

Goshen was one of the Swven •we stern towns •jit is the 

only one the history of which is available^ •Xn T742, before 

the town was incorporated, the proprietors leased the school 

right for 999 years, and voted that the proceeds should be used 

to support tw schools in the east part of the town, one in 

the south and one in the west part of the tow n. • 

^Col. Rec.of Conn. v. T3: 41-2. (1768). ^JC^' 

^Tiistf of T.itchfieldT 58. (probably in 1768 instead of I767v^ 
^''ubbard,^^istory of rToshen:266* Digitized by ^^OOg It: 
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Torrington had a school lot of 220 acres appropriated by 
the proprietors in I754* In 1772 it was leased for 999 years 
for 93L# I4S« That is to say tit was practically soldtand the 
income of the fund created was devoted to the support of the 
school* Suf field likewise had a school lot laid out by the 
proprietors* It was also leased for the same term about I750# 
In this case we are not assured that the income was deroted 
to the support of schools* 

New Hanp shire « 

In New Hampshire I have been able to follow the fortunes 
of the school lot in fourteen townstwhose charters contained . 

the reserrationSf Out of this number of cases twelree towns 

either sold the lands or leased them for 999 yearstand 

deroted the incomes to schools* In one case the lands were 

sold but the money received is not accounted for; and in the 

fourteenth case they are leased for 900 yearSffor a lunq? sumt 

and the money misappropriated* 

Some very interesting facts are disclosed* In New Ipswich 

A kind of centennial history of Cornwal It another of the 
western townstis at handtbut it gives no account of education* 
^OrcuttfHi story of Torrington, p* 150 et seq* 
YDociamentary History of Suffield,p*56^ 
history of New Ipswich,p*I96« 
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the lands vere sometimes improved by the town and sometimes 

leasedftill 1796 when a part of them were sold and the pro« 

eeds fundedt Sales were made at intervals thereafter nntil in 

1835 the fund amounted to |I35I«62« 

In Marlborough the school lands were leased in 1767 for 
one hundred years ♦ On the expiration of the contract they were 
again leased for fifty years* 

In New Boston we are told the school fundtfrom the early 
sale of the school landst became absorbed in other town funds 
and was largely lost# In 1864 the income was only fI5 per year, 

At a legal meeting held in iyublin»N*H*tJune 5th# 918209 a 
committee was appointed ^To ascertain the sums arising from 
the sales of public lands # ^ — This committee found that the 
school lands were sold at different times9part in I7779part 
in 17829 and the remainder in 181 5* The total receiptS9with in- 
ter est 9 amounted to ♦l576»I5« The town voted •that the interest 
of the above sums (the ministry lands had likewise been sold) 
should be appropriated agreeably to the charter of the town# • 

The case of Concord is so interesting that X give it in 
the language of the town records: 



^ 



Y3Bemis9History of Marlborough, p. 143* 
^^4 story of New 6oston9P# 
\V History of Dublin9P#244^ 
V^Town Records of Concord9P«I53# 
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March, 1777: «Voted to reconsider the former vote of this 

parish passed ^arch the 7th» 1775, for leasing the e ighty acre 
lot,belongijg to the school right to Oliver Hoyt for 9nn yeas 
,He paying the parish Sc yearly and it is hereby voted that 
instead of said Hoyt paying the parish S6 annually, the select- 
men are directe d to receive of sqid Hoyt §100 in full considr 
^ation for said lot and give said Hoyt a full discharge^* 
And immediately following, Voted that the selectmen be direct- 
ed to lay out the $100 which they shall receive of Oliver 
^oyt for the eighty acre lot belonging to the school right, 
for a town stock of ainnunition* * 

Somewhat aside from our inain inquiry, a vote of the town 
of Chester may throw some light on the w ay in w hich propri- 
etary lands came to be donated to school and other public uses 
his w as one of the earlier towns , whose charter evidently 
did not make the reservations which later became customary* 

In I72T the town, •Voted, that the next proprietor that shall 

forfeit his lott ,the same shall be appropriated for a school" 

V T? R^'f >^T T 

When we come to Vermont our evidence is far less satisf- 
actory* The town histories at command are ,in many cases lit- 
tle more than collections of speeches, or else are devoted to 



^Tistory of Chest«r:274, 
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the historjr of a particular institution, as the church* ^'any of 

th^ writers content themselves vith the most general statement 
,or even utter silence, respecting the school history of their 
towns* Thus it comes about ,that out of a totle of sixteen 
towns, all but twoo of which Bad school rights, in only seven 
casts do the histories account for these rights* '^f these, one 
jGuildhall , rented its school lands in 1799, at the rate of 
^2 per acre (valuation), on which six per cent. interest per 
annum was collected down to 1886* Montpelier leased one div- 
ision of her lands in 1795, at the rate of Is,5d per acre. 

In Middlebury the rec-nt ofl the school land is said to 
have been IT9 dollars annually about X856. In three other tows 
the lands wv^re leasedjin one case the amount paid yields an 
annual income of 100 dollars* 

There remains the special case of the town of Salisbury, 

▼chere it appears, the intent of the charter was defeate^^ by 

the propria tors,wcho laid out a part of the school right on 

the mount ain,wQiererthe lands were worthless. 

One of these towns, ^it'^-ingham, was chartered by ^^ew York, 
'"o reservation, ^ee charter ,n Hist, of Whit.: 734. 

V^C!hamberlain,Hist.of Guildhall rlOI, 

V^Thompson,^ist*of i^ontpelier: 69. 

l^istory of Miadiebury: 369* 

^ee History of Bradford: 69. 

I^See on appropriation of (Gospel .Society's right to school :^^ 
'^oc.^^ist.of the Prot.'Rpis.Oh.in vt. : 338-341, 357-360. 
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'^otes on ^onntcticut Influtnce in Pennsylvania^ 
The first settlements were made under the auspices of th? 
^usquehanna Company, about 1769. 
^ "At a meeting of the Susquehanna Company held at ^^artford 
, Connecticut, 28th. December, 1768, it was voted to lay out five 
townships of land within the purchase of said Company, on the 
.Susquehanna, of five miles square each; that thw first forty 
settlers of the first town settled, and fifty settle rs of each 
of ^he other towns settled, shall divide the towns among them- 
selves ;reservinf5 and appropriating three whole shares or right 
in -r ach township, for the public use of a nospel 'Ministry and 
schools in each of said towns; and also reserving for the use 
of said Company, all beds and mines of iron ore and coal that 
may be w^ ithin said townships. 

It was also voted to grant to T)r. ^leazer ^eolock,a 
tract of land in the easterly part of the ??usquehanna piirchass 
,ten miles long and six miles wide, for the use of the Indian 
school under his care; '^rovided,he shall set up and keep said 
school on the premises • • 
*|J^ The Indian school was not planted, ^e^lock wc^nt to 

Tew ^^amp shire and foundofl T)artmouth» '^he lands .to be reserved 
in each township wore laid out as intended, but: "in a general 
way the whole was set apart for school purposes, but in a 
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numbQr of instances land was voted for tht support of "'inisten 

*^f the /ospel. '^ht funds arising from the sale of these lands 
were not husbanded as they might have been, but in some town- 
ships they still exist and are used for the benefit of the 
public schools^'^he schools as welljas other local affairs wero \m^ 

managed ,as in ''''ev/ 'England, by a general town meeting 

"^his system substantially continued in operation in tho 
Wyoming region up to the time of the adoption of the common 
school system in T834,when»with little change and no disturb- 
ance, it was merged into it; and, as tho nearest approach to our 
modern public schools of any class of schools then known in 
Pennsylvania, it had considerable influence in shaping the 
school legislation which culminated in tho act of 1834, Tt vr^-^ 

imoth'^ ickering of Tuzerne who in the Constitutional con- 
vention of 179^^, secured the adoption of the article on educa- 
tion upon which was subsequently based the whple bodj'- of laws 
relating to common schools in ''^enn8ylvania,up to tho year 
T874;and by so doing saved the convention from the threatened 
danger of committing itself to a much narrower policy. • 

^ ickersham,''ist,of "due. in ^ennrpp. 74-77. 
^"^he portion starred is quoted by ^ickersham,page 75, but 
no citation is given to show its origin. 

\i^ee on bickering's work in the convention, ibici: 255- 2S'\ 



Digitized by 



Google 



.-I c.'.r: 



Digitized by 



Google 



(93) 

LeachfArthur Y. Bnglish Sehools at the Reformation* I546-8. 

Archibald Oonstable & Co* Ve8tmin8tertI896« 
LunenbiirgtMassaehusetts* The Early Reeords of the Town of# 

I7I9-I764. Pitchburg,I896^ Also The Proprietors Reeords 

of the Town* I729-I833. Pit chbnrg, 1897^ 
MasontCapt* John* Prince Society Publications* 6ostontI887« 
Massachusetts Bay* Records of* 5 vols* Boston9l853* 
New Plymouth* Records of the Colony of* 12 vols* BostonfI855^ 
Protestant Bpiscopal Church in the Diocese of Vermont* Docu* 

mentary History of* New YorkfI870* 
Stow* Survey of London Wlritttn in the Y«rr I598^ A new Edition 

edited by William J* Thoms9 7*S*A#tSec*y of the Camden 

Society* LondontI842* 
Slade* Laws of Vermont* 
Trumbull and Hoadly* The Publis Records of the Colony of 

Connecticut* 15 vols* Hart ford, 1850* 
WorcestertMass* Town Records* In Collections of the Vorcester 

Society of Anti qui tyt volumes IltlVtVlIItXfXl* Proprietors 

Records in volume III* 



Digitized by 



Google 



f ♦ • • 



Digitized by 



Google 



(94) 
O) Secondary Authorities 
Anderson. The Toim and City of ITaterbtiry, 3 vols* Ne-r Havon» 

1896. 
Bemis. History of the Toim of MarlborotightN.H* 6oston»I88I« 
Btnediet and Traey. History of the Tovn of Sutton»lfas8« 1704- 

1876. Worcester, 1878. 
Btnton. A History of Qui Idhall, Vermont. Waverly,Mass*»I886. 
Bo stent He^sN.H. History of • Boston»I864. 
Boutwell.Oeo. S. Origin and History of the Massachusetts 

School Fond. Kept, of Mass. Board of Bducation»I859. 
Ohase. History of Chester.N.H. ,from I7I9-I869. Auburn, N.H. 1869 
DeForest. The History of Vestborough,Mass. PT.I. Early History. 

Vest borough, I89I. 
Dorchester. History of the Toim of. Dorchester Antiquarian 

and Historical Society. Boston,I85I. 
English Historical Rtvieir. /^an4.,I899, 
Qasquet. Henry VIII and the English Monasteries. 2 vols* 

London,I888« (Catholic Standard Library). 
Hastad. History of Kent. 4 vols. Canterbury, I778-I799. 
Hibbard. History of the Toim of Ooshen. Hartford, 1897, 
Hodgman. History of Vestford. I659-I883. Lowall, Mass. ,1883. 
Holland, J. Q. History of Vestern Massachusetts. Springfield, 

1855. Digitized by GoOglC 



Digitized13y 



Google 



(95) 
J«nk8« Historical Sketch of the Boston Public Latin School* 

Boston. 1886. 
Jillson* Green Leaves from Vhittingham* Vermont. Worcester, 1894 
Kidder and Gould. History of Neir Ipffwich*H*H. BostontI852. 
Kilbourne. Sketches and Chroni^^s of the foim of Litchfield* 

Connecticut. Hartford, 1859. 
Leonard. History of ]>ublin»N.H. Boston* 1855. 
Lincoln. History of the county of. 2 vols. London and Lincoln. 

1834. 
Magazine of He^ England History. Neifport,R.I.,I89I-I893. 
McKeen. A History of Bradford* Vermont. llontpelier*I875. 
Orcutt. History of Torrington* Conn. Albany, 1878. 
Redfem. History of the Toim of Uttoxeter. London* 1865. 
Sewall. History of ¥obum*Mass. Boston* 1868. 
Sheldon. Documentary History of Suffield. I660-I749. Spring- 

field*Ma88.*I879. 
Shreirsbury. Some Account of the Ancient and Present State of. 

Shrewsbury * 1808. 
Smith. The Jfistory of pittsfieldtuassachusetts. 1734-1800. 

Boston* 1869. 
Social England. 6 vols. 2d. edition. London* 1894. 
Steiner. History of Guilford and Madison* Conn. Baltimore* 1897. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by 



Google 



(96) 
Swiftt History of the fown of Bliddleburyt Vermont* Middleburyt 

I859. 
Temple* History of the Toim of palmer, Mass. Palmer, 1889. 
Thompson* History of the Town of Montpelier* MontpelierfI860* 
Tmmbtill* History of Connecticut* Hew Haven, I8I8* 
Wiskersham. A History of Education in Pennsylvania* 

Lancaster, Penn« ,I886« 
Vinsor, Justin. The Memorial History of Boston* 4 vols* 

Boston, 1880* 
Worthington. The History of Dedham* Boston, 1827. 
Mann# Historical Annals of Dedham* Dedham, I847« 



Digitized by 



Google 



.; s 



Digitized by 



Google 




it,(^; 







:.tt^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



A^1010bl273 




bM101M1273a 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




"rV^-^""^ 1 t((V^' 







Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



A11010bl273 




bM101M1273a 



Digitized by 



Google 



NON-CIRCULATING 



2^8/2008 

r '''''' B 31 01 





Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



